
 

1 
 

Proposal: Grassroots Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice  

501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, EIN #52-1713427 

and 

Groundswell News Journal, a Climate Emergency Newspaper 

Our Motto: Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without! 

Our Slogan: The way forward: cycle back to basics. 

 

Submitted by Iona Conner, Director of the Coalition and Publisher/Editor of Groundswell News Journal 

2170 Route 88, Brick, New Jersey 08724; 814-515-3809 

groundswellnews@pa.net; www.groundswellnews.org; 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Groundswellnewsjournal/ 

November 2020 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pangaea#/media/File:Pangaea_to_present.gif 

One song! That is our uni (one) verse (song). No matter how we separate 
into individual notes, we’re all still involved in the one song. 

Dr. Wayne W. Dyer, You Are What You Think 
 

We started out as one; it’s time to reunite as one.  
Iona 
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Executive Summary 

What is the work of the Grassroots Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice? Our work is to 

build a global network, one heart at a time, of clear-thinking, strong-acting, intelligent, compassionate 

individuals who will pour their energies into becoming the best human beings possible. Once they have 

done that, they will extend their hands to those who are suffering (whether human or non-human) in a 

worldwide effort to equalize and harmonize the entire planet, resulting in a just, caring, safe, beautiful 

home for every living creature, sharing resources equitably so that suffering ends and peace is achieved 

everywhere. 

The mission of the Grassroots Coalition is to create the critical mass of active participants needed to 

bring ecological justice to this Earth by providing information and resources to individuals which 

encourage and assist them to make lifestyle  changes beneficial to the environment and to promote and 

facilitate group activities, which effectively grapple with local and global environmental concerns. 

What is the work of Groundswell News Journal? Our publication will do its part to fulfill the vision 

above by searching for stories, photos, artwork, poetry, and quotes which will open people’s hearts to 

greater peace, love, beauty, and compassion. This will enable them to deepen their contributions to the 

global family, while caring for our Earth home, keeping hope alive, and establishing freedom from 

tyranny and oppression. We are focused on the climate emergency and Africa. 

The mission of Groundswell News Journal is to be a beautiful, inspiring, uplifting magazine, which 

educates and enlightens people about the climate crisis through scientific articles and stories by and 

about activists who are working to protect life on Earth and preserve natural resources.  

 

There are three major problems the Journal is concerned with: 1. Climate change (apathy), 2. Poverty 

(racism), and 3. The disastrous state of alternative newspapers vs. mainstream media (ignorance) – all of 

which are related and causing great suffering and ecological destruction.  

 

The urgency is clear. The injustices can no longer be tolerated by people of integrity. We are doomed if 

we don’t think and act quickly, while keeping hope alive even as the coronavirus pandemic ravages the 

world. The nightmare of today will fade into oblivion as compassionate grassroots activists around the 

world give birth to the dream we are envisioning where love, truth, justice, equality, and compassion 

reign. 

 

Since horrible, negative news is so well publicized, we are not going to focus on that sort of news 

anymore. We hold a vision of a beautiful, caring world, a world we want our children and grandchildren 

to inhabit. 

 

Currently, this is a very personal effort to support and encourage the 590 readers of Groundswell News 

Journal to take significant actions to halt global warming, while also addressing poverty. There is a 

groundswell of activists working tirelessly under extremely difficult conditions, most of whom are 

grossly underfunded.  
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Our main focus is Africa, thanks primarily to personally meeting two Nigerians – Ekwe Chiwundu Charles 

(founder of the NGO Milk Basket, with a mission of helping eradicate poverty and hunger in Africa) and 

Dr. Gbujie Daniel Chidubem (founder and CEO of Team 54 Project International, a climate change 

organization). Daniel loved our newspaper and promoted it through his network, after which we were 

flooded with Facebook friend requests. We have worked diligently with dozens of Africans. Since Iona 

has been in the environmental movement for 54 years, she can readily share her experiences and 

encourage them in her own gentle way. Many of them call Iona “Mom” or “Mother” or “Grandma” or 

“Aunt.” 

We are training young activists to write articles for Groundswell News Journal by asking them to 

describe the history of their organizations, their hopes and dreams, their goals, current status, and 

needs. We help them develop captions and photo credits. We are building a network of storytellers. 

Americans owe the people of Africa a gigantic debt for having stolen their men and women, as well as 

their natural resources, to build our own nation. Racism is at the root of many cultural problems leading 

to internal and international conflicts. By publishing and distributing articles from Africa and other 

countries, Groundswell News Journal helps alleviate the animosity. 

Another way we will help the global environment is if we can franchise Groundswell News Journal.  With 

that dream in mind, we connected with another Nigerian leader, now based in the UK and running 

Nexus Exchange, Mr. Kennedy Kwuelum. He recently established a Nexus Exchange center in Lagos, 

Nigeria with a team of young, environmentally minded men and women. We worked together to 

prepare a Lagos edition of Groundswell News Journal as a prototype in March 2020. 

Kennedy wrote the front-page story and provided photos. We left the first few pages blank for his 

exclusive use. We laid that out ahead of our other stories. Once we had emailed the final edition to 

Kennedy, he emailed it to his Lagos team and to Nexus Entrepreneurship Societies 

(http://thenexusltd.co.uk/nes/) at universities. Here are the comments we received. 

Reviews of the Lagos Edition of Groundswell News Journal  
 

1. Emmanuel Brown – Lagos, Nigeria  
I’ve gone through the journals. It’s a great one; I’m so impressed she makes the great move for a 
better environment and also mentioning the difference in weather. Being a climate activist, this 
motivated me to also join, she also seems determined. I love the journal. I have not seen any 
negative thing about it.  
 
2. Matilda Dekpe – Lagos, Nigeria  
The Journal is rich in content and very insightful indeed. Awesome job, Mrs. Iona Conner and keep 
the good work going.  
 
3. Igberadja Serumu – Sapele, Nigeria  
The journal is worth reading. The articles are scholarly written. The editor did a nice job.  
 
 

http://thenexusltd.co.uk/nes/
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4. Bello God’spower – Benin, Nigeria  
Good job.  
 
5. T. A Thamae – Botswana  
The journal is an interesting read. Very informative and it covers a wide range of stories. The only 
thing that confused me was that it covers news from different countries. Why specifically those 
countries? Why not only Lagos, Nigeria as it is the Lagos, Nigeria edition? I think having a little 
excerpt about the Groundswell News Journal (describing what it is) would make things clearer.  
So, they publish articles from all over the world? That’s a wonderful initiative. Especially if it is 
distributed in western countries as well, it will help curb a lot of ignorance and naiveté. 
 
6. Babajide Idris – Lagos, Nigeria  
The journal has an exhilarating edition. Captivating and really sensitized me towards the revolution 
against climate deterioration and degradation.  
 
7. Aiyelabowo Bashiru – Lagos, Nigeria  
1. Barely contain two Pages out of 42 pages of information about Lagos, Nigeria as regards the 
environment and climate change, which is apparently the main tenet of the publication.  
2. However, climate change also has it effects on Nigeria environment. Especially Lagos State; poor 
housing remain most affected as a result of climate change. Topics like this can be added to the 
publication  
 
8. Lizzy – Portharcourt Nigeria  
The last chapter of the above circled words [Editor’s note: not sure what those words are] got me 
here. When we talked about natural resources we look into the following:  
Human resources  
Economic resources  
Data resources  
Tech 
One of the major problems we are having here is land pollution. Land pollution is a major problem 
around the world and is caused by a variety of factors. Some of the causes of land pollution are 
consequent erosion, agriculture, industry, and illegal dumping of waste as well as urbanization and 
construction.  
Prevention:  
Reducing chemicals, fertilizers and pesticides, solid waste treatment...  
GOVT SHOULD LOOK INTO THESE TOO.  
Come to grassroots  
Gov’t should provide services and support to local groups of disadvantaged rural or urban 
households or areas...  
My opinion tho  
 
9. Sandy Love – Portharcourt Nigeria  
It’s a great idea to protect life on earth and preserve natural resources, also avoiding pollution from 
industries which leads to better health. I just think that shouldn’t be the only mission of the 
newspaper. Environmental hazards are not the only problem worldwide.  
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10 Emma Itoya – Benin Nigeria  
Sir, I just read through and I think it is very nice and good to go. It covers all the key details of Adam 
Bradford’s visit, the partnership, and future projects, too. 

 

With proper funding, we will continue franchising Groundswell News Journal by adding one new city 

each month while continuing to publish news from the cities we have already started until each one 

becomes independent and can publish its own newspaper. Once each city has publishing software and 

training, it will be able to create and distribute its own journals in the future. 

Iona has been publishing global warming newsletters and newspapers for 17 years, starting when she 

attended her first climate change meeting organized by Mike Tidwell, who started Chesapeake Climate 

Action Network in Maryland. The broadsheet edition (The Order of the Earth) was launched in January 

2008.  

After John died in August 2019, Iona was left to carry on their visionary work alone; therefore we are 

requesting a salary to compensate her for the dual roles as Director of the Grassroots Coalition and 

Publisher/Editor of Groundswell News Journal. With adequate funding, Iona can devote all of her time 

and energy to this effort instead of taking part-time jobs. 

With a salary to bring an African person here as our Assistant Editor, (s)he would have a whole new life, 

and so would our newspaper. Having a young person, adept at social media and full of enthusiasm, will 

greatly improve our visibility in the world, bring in many more subscribers, and attract paying 

advertisers. With a full-time Assistant Editor, we will grow rapidly.  

We are also seeking funding to pay the people who create stories or artwork for publication. If we could 

pay each person $25 per original story and $10 to $15 per photo, that small amount would go far in 

Africa.  

We developed a stronger, international Board of Directors. There are eight members (one in the UK, two 

in India, one in Nigeria, on in Zimbabwe, and three in the United States). Our Advisory Board has five 

members: three Americans, one in Ugandan, and one in Australian. 

At the moment, things couldn’t be worse for humans because of the lethal coronavirus. The immediate 

question was: Why didn’t the world react as strongly and swiftly to halt carbon emissions? Not only are 

human lives in jeopardy, but all life, every single ecosystem, is deteriorating rapidly. This is far, far more 

serious that COVID-19. These are crazy and dangerous times demanding that we maintain our sanity, 

health, and courage. 

In summary, we are seeking funding to: 

1. Pay a Director/Publisher-Editor, 

2. Hire an Assistant Editor, 

3. Pay contributors, and 

4. Create franchises around the world. 
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I. Why are alternative newspapers so important? 
 

Common Dreams is a wonderful source of news with excellent reporters. They are continually in 

financial straits. Here are a few excerpts from their fundraising emails of February 23 and 26, 2020: 

• Over the last decade, half of the newsroom jobs in American have been eliminated. 

• Another wave of journalism lay-offs was just announced – this time at CityLab, the award-

winning news site founded by The Atlantic to focus on the unique challenges faced by cities. City 

Lab was bought out just three months ago by Bloomberg News, and they already announced 

that half the staff is being laid off. 

• Public trust in journalism is in steep decline. It’s no wonder, considering just five major media 

conglomerates own 90% of the news outlets in America, and the most prominent television 

news sources are Fox News, CNN, and MSNBC. 

• If you listen to the CEOs in charge of America’s newspapers and other media outlets, they have 

no choice but to gut their newsrooms because of competition from the Internet. . . But the truth 

is that journalism in America is being destroyed by corporate greed. 

• Massive mergers and corporate media consolidations are leading directly to the downsizing of 

the entire journalism industry, and as the quality of journalism gets worse, circulation declines 

and even more lay-offs inevitably follow. 

 

II. Why must we act immediately on Climate Change? 

On October 6, 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released a startling report 

comparing the scientific community’s best analysis of the changes which would be occurring under two 

different scenarios. According to the IPCC press release, “Limiting global warming to 1.5ºC would require 

rapid, far reaching, and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society. . . . With clear benefits to 

people and natural ecosystems, limiting global warming to 1.5ºC compared to 2ºC could go hand in hand 

with ensuring a more sustainable and equitable society. . . . ” 

Highlights from the IPCC Summary for Policymakers, October 6, 2018 

A. Understanding Global Warming of 1.5°C 
A1. Human activities are estimated to have caused approximately 1.0°C of global warming 
above pre-industrial levels, with a likely range of 0.8°C to 1.2°C. Global warming is likely to 
reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the current rate. (high 
confidence) {1.2, Figure SPM.1} 

A.2. Warming from anthropogenic emissions from the pre-industrial period to the present 

will persist for centuries to millennia and will continue to cause further long-term changes in the 

climate system, such as sea level rise, with associated impacts (high confidence), but these emissions 

alone are unlikely to cause global warming of 1.5°C (medium confidence) {1.2, 3.3, Figure 1.5, Figure 

SPM.1} 
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Figure SPM.1: Panel a: Observed monthly global mean surface temperature (GMST) change grey 

line up to 2017, from the HadCRUT4, GISTEMP, Cowtan-Way, and NOAA datasets) and 
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estimated anthropogenic global warming (solid orange line up to 2017, with orange shading 

indicating assessed likely range). Orange dashed arrow and horizontal orange error bar show 

respectively central estimate and likely range of the time at which 1.5°C is reached if the current 

rate of warming continues. The grey plume on the right of Panel a) shows the likely range of 

warming responses, computed with a simple climate model, to a stylized pathway (hypothetical 

future) in which net CO2 emissions (grey line in Panels b and c) decline in a straight line from 

2020 to reach net zero in 2055 and net non-CO2 radiative forcing (grey line in Panel d) increases 

to 2030 and then declines. The blue plume in Panel a) shows the response to faster CO2 

emissions reductions (blue line in Panel b), reaching net zero in 2040, reducing cumulative CO2 

emissions (Panel c). The purple plume shows the response to net CO2 emissions declining to 

zero in 2055, with net non-CO2 forcing remaining constant after 2030. The vertical error bars on 

right of Panel a) show the likely ranges (thin lines) and central terciles (33rd – 66th percentiles, 

thick lines) of the estimated distribution of warming in 2100 under these three stylized 

pathways. Vertical dotted error bars in Panels b, c and d show the likely range of historical 

annual and cumulative global net CO2 emissions in 2017 (data from the Global Carbon Project) 

and of net non-CO2 radiative forcing in 2011 from AR5, respectively. Vertical axes in Panels c 

and d are scaled to represent approximately equal effects on GMST.  

 

A2.2. Reaching and sustaining net-zero global anthropogenic CO2 emissions and declining net non-

CO2 radiative forcing would halt anthropogenic global warming on multi-decadal timescales (high 

confidence). 

 

C3.5. Some Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Use (AFOLU)-related CDR measures such as 

restoration of natural ecosystems and soil carbon sequestration could provide co-benefits such as 

improved biodiversity, soil quality, and local food security. If deployed at large scale, they would 

require governance systems enabling sustainable land management to conserve and protect land 

carbon stocks and other ecosystem functions and services (medium confidence).  

 

D3.1. Adaptation options that reduce the vulnerability of human and natural systems have many 

synergies with sustainable development, if well managed, such as ensuring food and water security, 

reducing disaster risks, improving health conditions, maintaining ecosystem services, and reducing 

poverty and inequality (high confidence). Increasing investment in physical and social infrastructure is a 

key enabling condition to enhance the resilience and the adaptive capacities of societies. These benefits 

can occur in most regions with adaptation to 1.5°C of global warming (high confidence). 

 

D5.6. Education, information, and community approaches, including those that are informed by 

Indigenous knowledge and local knowledge, can accelerate the wide scale behaviour changes 

consistent with adapting to and limiting global warming to 1.5°C. [This is where Groundswell News 

comes in.] These approaches are more effective when combined with other policies and tailored to the 

motivations, capabilities, and resources of specific actors and contexts (high confidence). Public 

acceptability can enable or inhibit the implementation of policies and measures to limit global warming 

to 1.5°C and to adapt to the consequences. Public acceptability depends on the individual’s evaluation 
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of expected policy consequences, the perceived fairness of the distribution of these consequences, and 

perceived fairness of decision procedures (high confidence). 

 

D6.1. Social justice and equity are core aspects of climate-resilient development pathways that aim to 

limit global warming to 1.5°C as they address challenges and inevitable trade-offs, widen 

opportunities, and ensure that options, visions, and values are deliberated, between and within 

 

D7.3. International cooperation is a critical enabler for developing countries and vulnerable regions to 

strengthen their action for the implementation of 1.5°C-consistent climate responses, including 

through enhancing access to finance and technology and enhancing domestic capacities, taking into 

account national and local circumstances and needs (high confidence).  

 

Source: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/special-reports/sr15/sr15_spm_final.pdf 

 

Here’s a recent news report:  

 

Heatwaves too hot and wet for human life are here 
by Tim Radford, Climate News Network 

 

Lethal heatwaves carrying air turned too hot and wet to survive  

are a threat which has arrived, thanks to climate change. 

 

LONDON, 11 May, 2020 – Scientists who have repeatedly warned of future lethal conditions of 
temperature and humidity caused by heatwaves in a world of climate change have grim news: that 
future has already arrived. 

They have combed through local records to identify thousands of episodes in which the 
dangerous combination of high temperatures and high humidity has risen to levels at which humans 
could not in theory survive for long. These have happened in Asia, Africa, South and North America and 
Australia. 

More than a dozen such episodes have already been recorded around the Persian Gulf, a region 
that – researchers warned years ago – could one day become deadly for outdoor workers. 

These outbreaks of both sweltering heat and stifling humidity have, researchers report in the 
journal Science Advances, so far been confined to localised areas and have lasted only hours, but they 
are now increasing in frequency and intensity. . . . 
 

III. Why might you want to fund the Grassroots Coalition and Groundswell 

News Journal? 

Both John and Iona’s efforts during the past 15 years were aimed at helping to bring the current carbon 

dioxide levels back toward 350 parts per million (ppm) instead of the catastrophic 416.13 ppm, as of 

June  23, 2020 (https://www.co2.earth/daily-co2). In an April 2018 Guardian article, George Monbiot 

described exceeding the 400 ppm mark as “a moment of symbolic significance on the road of idiocy.” 

http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/special-reports/sr15/sr15_spm_final.pdf
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To counteract this trend, Iona continues the couple’s efforts by publishing Groundswell News Journal. 

The objectives are to: 

1. Provide hope and encouragement to readers, 
2. Inspire environmental activists with success stories from around the world, 
3. Inform readers about issues which are often ignored by mainstream media, and 
4. Foster creativity, courage, and tenacity in readers’ efforts to restore and protect the 

environment. 
 

Goal: To provide inspiring, uplifting stories of people working to protect our planet from the destructive 

forces of corporate and government greed. Since oceans and forests are major carbon sinks, there is a 

preference for actions defending them, and whenever possible highlighting young people, women and 

indigenous communities around the world, especially in Africa.  

Our Dream: To rapidly increase the number of serious climate activists and inspire them through 

Groundswell News Journal articles, keep our readers’ spirits up, their energy strong, their hearts open, 

and their eyes bright and alive. Our newspaper is beautiful, powerful, thoughtful, colorful, scientifically-

factual, and exudes positive energy. Our paper is readily printable on 8 ½ x 11” paper for easy reading. 

Our Values: Reflect love for Earth, all people, all life forms plus more abstract elements such as 

atmosphere, water, weather, mountains, etc. Also, respect for everyone and a willingness to share our 

experiences, both good and bad, with others who may profit from them. Primarily this is done via 

Facebook chats. We get to know our readers and they, us. WE ARE A GLOBAL FAMILY! 

In September 2018, Iona teamed up with the founder and CEO of Team 54 Project International, Gbujie 

Daniel Chidubem. This group originated with Daniel and 54 African countries and in just two years has 

escalated to 207,000 members in 169 nations. This is a conservative number since 75% are not active on 

social media and don’t have phones. Iona is networking with Team 54 members and publishing their 

stories in addition to those coming from American news sources.  

Method: Groundswell News is an online newspaper attractive enough and with enough thought-

provoking headlines, photos, and captions to capture the attention of our busiest readers. Iona is in the 

process of finding an African Assistant Editor to help obtain and organize incoming stories from foreign 

countries, where electricity, Internet, and cell phone connections are often unreliable. (S)he will also be 

valuable in marketing and social networking. 

History: The Grassroots Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice (hereafter referred to as the 

Coalition) was founded by John and Iona Conner in 1990. Since the start of the Coalition and continuing 

until John’s illness and death, the Conners presented programs and hosted meetings in hundreds of 

churches, high schools, and universities, educating their members about the environmental and 

economic aspects of societal change. They considered it a priority to get to the root causes of problems.  

Initial efforts in the ‘90s were aimed at starting environmental committees where none existed or 

working with existing groups to make them more effective. Following that, several years were devoted 



 

11 
 

to teaching people about organic cotton, non-sweatshop clothing, and providing programs and 

resources to help participants switch to more Earth-friendly options. Then the Conners switched their 

emphasis to global warming, utilizing many of the same networks they had developed over the years.  

In September 2013, Iona started The Go-Back Club, which aimed to help people (primarily Americans) 

learn how to evaluate their daily habits and change them to reduce each person's carbon footprint. On 

the other hand, most people in Africa already have tiny carbon footprints and are trying to establish 

basic standards of living with adequate food, shelter, and clean water. Given the fact that approximately 

half our readers live in Africa, we dropped The Go-Back Club in 2019. 

While many experts agree that climate change has been occurring for thousands (or millions) of years, 

most agree that it can, must, and should be slowed by every means available; therefore, public outreach 

is essential. People need to understand the difference between local weather fluctuations and broader 

climate systems. When the IPCC released its report in October 2018, the results were alarming. Climate 

change is progressing much faster than computer models were showing and the IPCC warned that we 

had (at that time) 12 years or less to halt greenhouse gas emissions and take immediate, urgent steps to 

keep the Earth’s temperature from rising above 1.5°C. By 2020, most reports are saying that things are 

much worse; tipping points are approaching more rapidly than previous models had predicted. 

Our goal is to unite people of varying backgrounds and educational levels in a common cause, bringing 

folks together to help all life, including plants and animals, which also have every right to flourish. Most 

of our articles have contact information at the end so our readers can network with each other. 

Background: The newspaper effort started 12 years ago in January 2008 with the publication of 1,000 

broadsheet papers every month called The Order of the Earth: News, Views and Musings, eventually 

changing to Earth News, then to The Go-Back Club, and now, Groundswell News Journal.  

Because the cost of printing and mailing the broadsheet averaged $1,000 per month, and because the 

income from it was minimal, Iona worked full-time in a sewing factory to cover the expenses. After four 

years of these dual jobs, the hard copy of the newspaper was discontinued. 

In 2013, an electronic version was created called The Go-Back Club, a name derived from the realization 

that American society, or at least the middle- and upper-income brackets, had gone way too far in 

excessive electricity use and consumerism, both of which were contributing a disproportionate share of 

carbon dioxide emissions and natural resource depletion in the U.S. and around the world. Our readers 

supported a name change to Groundswell News. 

Status: There are 621 people who receive Groundswell News and 263 people in our Facebook group. For 

this embryonic publication to succeed, funding is essential to support a serious marketing campaign to 

search out new members and get ads from businesses, universities, and environmental groups.  

Iona has a home office in New Jersey but electronically she is connected to the world. She has 

established a routine for creating the newspaper. The past 18 months have brought an influx of 

wonderful stories from Africa, Nepal, Switzerland, India, etc. This new phase is exciting but it is difficult 
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to keep up a monthly pace. Groundswell News has jumped from 23 to 75 pages. Sometimes I publish 

more often as my friends say that I should keep them to about 31 pages. Hodge-podge way stories come 

in from Facebook wastes a lot of time. Hiring a younger, more proficient assistant will help us reach 

more people faster as we work to convert every single destructive system in the world to a benign, 

sustainable one.  

IV. Why are we focusing on Africa? 

International Reach: The Go-Back Club has been in partnership with Nigerian Milk Basket founder Ekwe 

Chiwundu Charles for five years. When he first started writing for our newspaper, he was determined to 

use his youth to help fight poverty and hunger in Nigeria. He founded the Milk Basket after spending a 

year in the highly-polluted Niger Delta area and falling in love with the children there. During our five-

year partnership, we published many of his articles about the problems he witnessed. Chiwundu has 

taught us a lot about the hardships of life in Africa; that prepared us to network with other Africans. 

Chiwundu is a vibrant and trusted leader in his community and church. He is overseeing the construction 

of a library as the current Milk Basket project to enhance the education of poor children. He is a brilliant 

researcher and excellent writer about to receive his master’s degree in Food Science and Technology. 

Last year, he acquired a Professional Diploma in Education (PDE). To obtain his PDE, he interviewed 80 

teachers in the Niger Delta and found the schools abandoned and in disrepair, nor did the schools have 

adequate facilities to further their students’ education. A combination of government corruption and oil 

and gas company neglect caused the abysmal conditions. His paper was published in the June 25, 2018 

issue of the Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal – Vol.5, No.6. 

Chiwundu’s current master’s degree project is to develop a weaning product using underutilized, local 

legumes. He is also a climate activist. We are hoping to bring Chiwundu (or another young African 

person) to the United States to help with social media, website maintenance, marketing, and boosting 

our subscriber base. Our newspaper is blossoming and there are great stories everywhere, more than 

one person can handle. 

Iona went to Nigeria to meet and work with Chiwundu in January 2018. At the time she worked part-

time for the Mercersburg Journal. The publisher wanted her to write an article on her return. See next 

page please. 
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In September 2018, Daniel Chidubem Gbujie discovered Groundswell News and publicized it to his 

growing network. After letting everyone in Team 54 know about our newspaper, Facebook friend 

requests started pouring in, as did amazing stories of people in Africa and other nations working hard on 

climate change. Iona met Daniel at his home in New Jersey on September 20, 2018. He then filmed an 

interview with Iona and posted it at: 

https://www.facebook.com/gbujie.chidubem/videos/10156635606263879/UzpfSTEwMDAwMDEyNDA4

MDc4MDozMDYwNjExMjk0OTk0MTQ6NzU6MDoxNTQzNjUxMTk5OjY5OTk1NDY5NTE3MDY4NTA5MTk/ 

Orphans: In addition to a focus on climate change, we’ve added something peripherally related – 

orphans – especially in Africa. These innocent little ones are often neglected and struggling, as are the 

good-hearted people trying to help them. We want Groundswell News to get them much-needed 

assistance. One can hardly look at Africa and work with her peoples without considering poverty and 

hunger, two unjust consequences of global greed. 
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V. We now have Country and State representatives. 

 

This idea will replace the Lagos Prototype, be far less time-consuming, and reach more people and 

environmental or social justice organizations. 

 

We are starting an exciting and vigorous outreach campaign with Country Representatives. Jussa 

Kudherezera in Zimbabwe (one of our Board members) was the first to think of this idea and I loved it. 

When I asked him to tell me what he had in mind, he wrote: “I would be very happy to represent my 

country and contribute fully to this enchanting idea and being a country representative I grow our 

networks, share Grassroots Coalition works. Also find other like-minded organization to share their news 

with us for publications. Let’s hit the ground running; together we can do it.” 

 

I will give one full page to each country (or state) where we have a rep for News Briefs -- not entire 

stories -- just a few briefs. But I will continue to give our other representatives a page for their own 

work. This idea is not meant to replace our normal writers’ articles but to add more depth and strength 

to our international movement. 

 

Once our paper is ready with those stories, the reps will send Groundswell News Journal to the people 

they have contacted when we have News Briefs for their area.  

 

The dream is that we will gather and unite more grassroots activists on specific campaigns (such as 

saving forests) and thereby increase our chance of really playing a significant role in healing Earth. 

 

We have representatives in 6 countries and 3 states: 

Jussa Kudherezera, Zimbabwe (Manica Youth Assembly) 

Bigboy Musemwa, Zimbabwe (Repair Earth Projects) 

Ngo Banfogha, Cameroon (Hope for a Better Future)  

John Machiaria, Kenya (SCOPE, Schools and Colleges Permaculture Programme) 

Prince Kitumaini Kamundala, DR Congo (Action for Environment Care and Business and Ecosysteme 

 Management) 

Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu'Lau, Nigeria (ALMAJIRI Project and Youth Awareness and Peace Development) 

Jeannette Bartelt, Maryland USA (Green Earth Goods) 

Doug Davis, New York State USA (Adirondack Council) 

Bob Maahe, Uganda (Uganda Youth Skills Training Organization) 

Dylan Weiss, Pennsylvania USA (activist, author) 

 

The beauty of this outreach is that we can build a larger and stronger grassroots network to save and 

protect the environment and all life. 
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VI. How will an Assistant Editor strengthen and intensify our efforts? 
 

 

Marketing Strategy: Our current strategy is to keep reaching out to Facebook friends asking if they want 

to be on our email list. With adequate funding, we can start placing ads in environmental magazines and 

other sister publications. ASAP, we will hire and train an Assistant Editor to help organize articles with 

photos, captions, and photo credits so they’re ready to publish. Since most of the people whose stories 

we are publishing are in groups, they are sharing Groundswell News with their networks, thereby 

expanding our readership. People whom we feature love our newspaper and share it with their own 

networks. 

We will be reaching out to professors in universities with African studies departments in America. Their 

marketing budgets should enable them to place ads in Groundswell News and also develop a presence 

among African American students and others who receive our newspaper. Hopefully, African Americans 

will subscribe and be able to communicate directly with the Africans in our newspaper. 

Once we have funding to place ads in sister organizations’ publications, our team will research dozens 

and then hundreds of groups working on these issues. 

Our website is making progress, but an Assistant Editor will be able to spend more time turning it into a 

more effective tool for education and marketing.  

Action: If we all make conscious decisions to cut back on superfluous things in our lives, collectively we 

will make a difference. Groundswell News Journal will make an impact when this work snowballs, 

creating a chain reaction in educating and motivating others to do whatever they are capable of, given 

their life circumstances.  
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Who is directly working with us? Our Board of Directors is the backbone of our team. We had an online 

Board meeting May 1, 2020 with our new members and will be meeting via Zoom monthly. We created 

our new slogan: THE WAY FORWARD: CYCLE BACK TO BASICS. 

Grassroots Coalition Board of Directors 

Jeannette Bartelt, USA 

 

Jeannette is the founder of Green Earth Goods, an Up-cycling, cooperatively owned, cottage business 

based in Frederick, Maryland. They take scraps from cutting room floors and Up-cycle them into 

everyday usable items. She is an environmentalist and humanist. When she sees injustice, she feels the 

need to do what she can to make it better. Jeannette is politically engaged on local issues. She cares 

deeply for our fellow inhabitants big and small and is a devoted Mother, G-Mom and Great G-Mom. 

Jeannette was a key consultant and advisor when the Conners started their own sewing cooperative 

many years ago. She is our Board of Directors Treasurer. 

Bill Boteler, USA 

 

Bill Boteler is an environmentalist, conservationist, and writer living in the Maryland suburbs of 

Washington, DC. He is especially concerned about the decline of biodiversity and the extinction of plants 

and animals. In addition to his involvement in these and other issues, he is enthusiastic about growing 

food and other things in his garden and in learning as much as possible. He has written several articles 

for us and helped arrange our Zoom meetings. Bill is our Board of Directors Secretary. 
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Ekwe Chiwundu Charles, Nigeria 

 

Ekwe, Chiwundu Charles is a hardworking researcher and climate activist based in Nigeria, he is the 

founder of The Milk Basket Foundation and has a Master’s and Bachelor’s Degree in Food Science and 

Technology. His dissertation is titled Effect of Germination and Fermentation of Legumes on the 

Performance Characteristics of Rats. This work is leading to the formulation of a weaning product to 

reduce malnutrition in Nigeria. He is highly innovative and interested in educational development in 

Nigeria. We have been partners for five years, helping each other’s NGO’s become stronger. 

Jussa Kudherezera, Zimbabwe 

 

Jussa Kudherezera is a self-motivated young man who is very keen to take up any challenging position in 

a community development environment. He is a champion of environmental initiatives and advocacy at 

local, regional, and global levels. He has worked to start and grow Manica Youth Assembly (MAYA), 

which is a youth-based community organization advocating for peace, environmental protection, and 

encouraging youths to take up governance issues. He grew up in farming areas and got interested in 

advocacy and youth development which culminated in the formation of Manica Youth Assembly (MAYA) 

in 2018. He has worked with various youth groups in Manicaland especially focusing on youth 

empowerment, peace, and humanitarian work. He is actively involved with Zimbabwe Coalition on Debt 

and Development (ZIMCODD) as a Board Member for the Eastern Region. He was heavily involved in the 

response to the cyclone Idai in March 2019, which ravaged Chimanimani area especially Ngangu and 

Kopa in mobilizing support and relief efforts. He is our representative in Zimbabwe. 
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Mr. Kennedy Kwuelum, UK 

 

Mr. Kennedy, as he is called, is husband to a gorgeous wife and father to a beautiful daughter. He is the 

Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Nexus Exchange Limited – an innovative century 21 not-for-profit 

global youth social enterprise company headquartered in Preston Lancashire United Kingdom, that is 

committed to nurturing young people and building a sustainable eco-system for young entrepreneurs 

and young employees all around the world. Nexus Exchange seeks to co-found more young social 

enterprises around the framework of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. These 

enterprises provide innovative home-grown solutions to regional and local problems. They are local 

actors and they disrupt sectors and industries where they operate. 

He is leading the global youth work-space in the area of innovative volunteerism, a creative concept that 

allows young people to contribute effectively to the global work space whilst learning and honing in 

their skills at these companies and organizations. This initiative also seeks to promote inter-generational 

transfer of skills and diversity through mentorship and international cultural exchange and to bring the 

youth work center-ground closer to the youths. The Nexus Exchange youth operations currently span 5 

continents and work with just under 75,000 young people from all around the world.  

Mr. Kennedy works with the Commonwealth as the Diasporan Coordinator of Commonwealth Alliance 

of Young Entrepreneurs West Africa where he facilitates the interactivity and partnerships among 

African entrepreneurs and the international entrepreneurship communities. 

He is a member of the Board of Directors of Global Peace Chain – an international peace organization 

that is committed to building global peace by dialogue. His love for youths and medicine has driven him 

to develop a passion for medical research into Oncology and Cancer Care for young people. He is 

harnessing his entrepreneurship prowess to develop a robust support system for young people living 

with cancer and their families. He is also an avid campaigner for Climate Action and Mental Health and 

has written songs to promote these causes. 

Mr. Kennedy has opened a Nexus Exchange Center in Lagos, Nigeria and helped create a franchise 

prototype of Groundswell News Journal with the young people there. 
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Mukesh Nand, India 

 

Mukesh works as a constable in the superintendent’s office of railway police in Raipur, India. Here’s 

what he wrote: I have to say by sorrow in my heart that I want to spread peace and love in the whole 

world and I have a big plan for it. Ever since I have been looking, I see that most people hate other 

countries, other religions, and other languages and cultures, too. Because they really don't know what is 

real in life.  

I think different countries, different languages, different religions don’t matter. Actually, the matter is 

we have the same kinds of feelings and the same kinds of emotions, and those are the important 

similarities of all countries, all humanity. All religions have a good guideline to feed them understanding 

on how to love each other and how to live in peace, but nobody wants to understand it.  

I believe I can transform their minds, it’s because it's my belief that if COVID-19 viruses can spread 

through the whole world, so I believe that I myself can spread peace and love (non-judgmental love)  

through the whole world. I just need a big and huge stage or big platform and I believe that I can change 

most people’s minds, and then they will know what real life is; actually, they are following life like a 

shepherd and they really don't know what we should do in our life. 

Rituraj Phukan, India 

 

Rituraj Phukan (Raj) is an environmental writer, adventurer, and climate change mentor based out of 

Assam, India. He is known as Assam's global climate change ambassador. He has been on expeditions to 
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Antarctica and the Arctic region (thrice) for first-hand experience of the impacts of climate change on 

the fragile ecosystems of these regions.  

Raj was personally trained as a Climate Reality Leader by Nobel Laureate Al Gore and was featured in 

the former U.S. Vice-President’s 2017 book An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power. He serves the 

Climate Reality Project India as the National Coordinator for Biodiversity. 

Raj wrote the biodiversity impacts chapter in the book Climate Abandoned: We’re on the Endangered 

Species List launched on Earth Day 2019.  He is also the Associate Editor of Igniting Minds, a magazine 

for youth with an environmental focus. 

Raj says that, “Water is the local issue of global climate change, for people, and for biodiversity.” He is 

driven by concerns over glacial loss in the ‘water towers’ of Asia and is currently working on an initiative 

to connect and mobilize civil society action in the countries of the Himalayan region. 

As the Chief Operating Officer for Walk For Water and Secretary General of Green Guard Nature 

Organization, he facilitates awareness and action on the 3 W’s – Warming, Water and Wildlife – working 

with all stakeholders including grassroots communities, school and university students, civil society, and 

media for a positive societal impact. 

He has delivered presentations and talks in Malaysia, Norway, Sweden, Finland, South Africa, and 

Bangladesh, and participated in deliberations in the USA, Canada, Argentina, Denmark, Thailand, and 

Turkey. Raj is also a member of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and holds 

leadership positions in several international and national environmental groups. 

He believes in making a personal commitment to solve the environmental crisis and is vegan for the 

planet. He believes that a plant-based diet is key to mitigate climate change, solve the water crisis, feed 

the hungry, and stop destruction of primary forests.   

(Susan) Iona Conner, USA  

 

Iona Conner is President of the Board with non-voting privileges except in the case of a tie-breaker. She 

is carrying on the work of the Grassroots Coalition, which she helped start in 1990 with her now-

deceased husband John. She has been in the environmental movement for 54 years. Her passion is 

publishing Groundswell News Journal and working with her friends for a better world.  
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Advisory Board 

Dan Adams, USA 

 

I was born July 3, 1946, in Washington, D.C., and due to my dad’s career, spent most of my younger 

years living overseas. We returned to D.C. in time for me to spend my high school years at Western High 

School (in D.C.).  After graduating from that school in 1963, I attended Harvard University in Cambridge, 

Mass.  In the class of 1967, I didn’t graduate until 1968.  Between 1968 and 1979, I worked a number of 

jobs while also taking a variety of courses (at American University and George Washington University) 

towards an MBA.  I did not, however, pursue a graduate degree.  From 1979 to 2007, I was employed by 

Human Resources at the U.S. Department of Education. 

In 1981, after much exploring around, my best friend and I decided to buy a small farm in Big Cove 

Tannery, in Futon County, Pennsylvania.   Over time, we set up a goat milk dairy and cheese making 

operation which took us to restaurants and farmers markets, primarily in the D.C. area.  This experience 

helped me to develop a strong interest in agriculture and – subsequently – the environment – which led 

to my joining forces with Jamie Brambley (director of the Fulton County Library) and Greg Reineke (a 

specialist with the local Conservation District) to establish the Fulton County Environmental Action 

Group.  Through this organization we have tried to promote the long-term interests of the environment, 

primarily through a variety of topical presentations and local actions. 

Even though the farm has been shut down now for several years, I still consider Fulton County my home 

– and want to continue our work on the environment. 
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Robert Burrowes, Australia 

 

Robert J. Burrowes has a lifetime commitment to understanding and ending human violence. He has 

done extensive research since 1966 in an effort to understand why human beings are violent and has 

been a nonviolent activist since 1981. He is the author of “Why Violence?'” 

http://tinyurl.com/whyviolence. His email address is flametree@riseup.net and his website is 

http://robertjburrowes.wordpress.com. We have published a few of Robert’s dissertations (long articles 

with copious links). 

Fr. Theodore K. Cassidy, SM, USA 

 

Father Ted Cassidy is a Marianist priest presently serving as a campus minister at the University of 

Dayton in Ohio. He has held the following positions: a Catholic High School teacher of religion; Pastor of 

St. Joseph Catholic Community in Sykesville Maryland; Retreat Master for the Marianist Family Retreat 

center in Cape May Point, NJ; a Pastoral Associate at St. Aloysius church in Cleveland Ohio and at Sacred 

Heart Parish in Vernon, CT; and Novice Master for the Marianists in the United States. 

He has written a book called the Hurricane of Racism. He has a BS Degree in Education, an MA Degree in 

Religious Education, a S.T.L, Licentiate in Sacred Theology (from the Latin Sacra Theologia Licientiatus), 

and a Dr. of Ministry Degree. He has been the chairperson of the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative 

http://tinyurl.com/whyviolence
mailto:flametree@riseup.net
http://robertjburrowes.wordpress.com/
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and done extensive work against racism. He presently resides with the Marianist Religious Community at 

Stonemill Road in Dayton, Ohio. 

We have been publishing The Hurricane of Racism chapter by chapter. Ted’s generous donation 

immediately after John died kept the Grassroots Coalition alive when Iona was going to let it die a 

natural death by inactivity. We had worked with Ted for a long, long time and he understood what we 

were trying to achieve. 

Dr. Michael Mann, Penn State University, USA 

 

Dr. Mann is Distinguished Professor of Atmospheric Science and Director of the Earth System Science 

Center at Penn State. His research focuses on climate science and climate change. He was selected 

by Scientific American as one of the fifty leading visionaries in science and technology in 2002, was 

awarded the Hans Oeschger Medal of the European Geophysical Union in 2012 and the National 

Conservation Achievement Award of the NWF in 2013. He made Bloomberg News' list of fifty most 

influential people in 2013.  In 2014, he received the Friend of the Planet Award from the National Center 

for Science Education. He received the Stephen H. Schneider Award for Outstanding Climate Science 

Communication from Climate One in 2017, the Award for Public Engagement with Science from the 

AAAS in 2018 and the Climate Communication Prize from the American Geophysical Union in 2018. In 

2019 he received the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement. He is a Fellow of the American 

Geophysical Union, American Meteorological Society, Geological Society of America, American 

Association for the Advancement of Science and the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry. He is co-founder of 

the award-winning science website RealClimate.org, author of more than 200 peer-reviewed and edited 

publications, numerous op-eds and commentaries, and four books including Dire Predictions, The 

Hockey Stick and the Climate Wars, The Madhouse Effect and The Tantrum that Saved the World. 

Dr. Mann was part of the team researching rising carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The chart they 

created is known as “the hockey stick” because of the sharp rise when viewed with the graph rotated 90 

degrees. “Hockey stick graphs present the global or hemispherical mean temperature record of the past 

500 to 2000 years as shown by quantitative climate reconstructions based on climate proxy records. 

These reconstructions have consistently shown a slow long-term cooling trend changing into relatively 

rapid warming in the 20th century, with the instrumental temperature record by 2000 exceeding earlier 
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temperatures. . . The term ‘hockey stick graph’ was popularized by the climatologist Jerry Mahlman, to 

describe the pattern shown by the Mann, Bradley & Hughes 1999 (MBH99) reconstruction, envisaging a 

graph that is relatively flat with a downward trend to 1900 as forming an ice hockey stick's "shaft" 

followed by a sharp, steady increase corresponding to the "blade" portion. The reconstructions have 

featured in Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports as evidence of global warming. 

Arguments over the reconstructions have been taken up by fossil fuel industry funded lobbying groups 

attempting to cast doubt on climate science.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hockey_stick_graph 

Mike has been a source of clarity on complex climate issues over the years. The Conners met him in 

person several times and they developed mutual respect for each other. 

Mariam Nabukeera, Uganda 

 

Mariam is the National Coordinator of WACENA (Women and Children’s Empowerment Center in Africa) 

& Gender Park International. Here is her story:  

I was born in 1994. I am the 4th born in my family with 7 siblings – 5 boys and 2 girls. I am a Treesister, 

Women rights activist, and ardent feminist.  Since childhood, my life has never been straight forward 

and easy. Besides knowing that I belong to the Royal Clan, my life was not that of a royal class by any 

essence. After being born in Mubende District, central Uganda region, I grew up in a village with my 

parents. I attended the most remote and sub-grade schools near our village throughout my Primary 

Level. However, even if the schools I went through were below standard, my passion for education 

exceeded the status of my school. I performed very well in my Primary Leaving Exams “PLE,” the last 

exams in Primary as one joins a High School.  

During my High School, I developed the passion for helping the needy and desperate girls in my School. 

In my village, girls could be married off at the age of 14, sold to men at the age of 16 at a value of 80,000 

Shillings (approximately $40). To me, that was the omen that made me strong and committed to helping 

girls in advocacy programs that were run by Straight Talk Foundation then. I believe in the invaluable 

dignity, respect, and super-legacy of all women and girls that will never bear a price tag.  

If my dream of getting more partners in my Organization comes to pass, I will do more in making Africa’s 

women and girls the best stewards/custodians of the “universal/global/world dream.” My other dream 

is to make every woman more productive regardless of her illiteracy challenges or social disparities. This 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hockey_stick_graph
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is being done by establishing zonal centers for Practical Skills like hairdressing, tailoring, knitting, 

handcrafts, and drama.  

I like to inform, educate, and empower the women and girls in Africa to accept themselves as equal 

human beings that have equal rights to live like men. That they can too, make this planet a safer haven 

for humanity based on self-esteem. I have an ambition of establishing a Women’s “first” Hospital in 

Uganda for the most neglected women and girls in the district of Buyendem, where the maternal 

mortality rates are unreported in national health reports. The ratio of doctor to patient is 1:2000!! I 

can’t afford being a spectator of such untold anguish of innocent women and girls. I also plan to 

establish regional Tree Banks across the country. Tree Banks will be places where women will be able to 

access seedlings for free or at minimal cost.  

Other People We Are Working With 

Members of Team 54 Project International continue to work with us.  

An exciting new connection has been forged with WACENA Uganda (Women and Children’s 

Empowerment Network) through Mariam Nabukeera. After one of their members read the September 

2019 issue of Groundswell News, dedicated to John, they were so touched by his lifelong commitment to 

social and environmental justice that they are naming a school after him, the JOHN BRUCE CONNER 

Block. I will go there for the dedication of the school, prepare a special edition of Groundswell News 

Journal, and meet many other friends from Uganda. 

Recently I presented an online workshop during the Blessed Unrest conference sponsored by 

Biodiversity for a Livable Climate, based in Massachusetts and am networking with other presenters and 

participants. Here is one example of a man who wrote after my workshop:  

 Hi Iona, 

Really nice to meet you virtually last weekend during the Blessed Unrest conference.  I 

enjoyed your story and appreciate your work and ongoing commitment to create a more just 

and sustainable world. Your story and the stories you share inspire others to participate in this 

most fulfilling and important work. 

We briefly touched on the Circle of Aunts & Uncles, an initiative I've been supporting 

right here in Philly and I think you might find it of interest, with regenerative community values 

mirroring yours:  http://www.circleofauntsanduncles.com/.     

I know you mentioned you may be taking some time off from publishing your newsletter 

and I hope the time off brings you just what you're looking for! 

 With best wishes, 

 Steve Weinberg, Philadelphia 

 

Bigboy Musemwa, founder of Repair Earth Projects in Zimbabwe, invited me to be a trustee in their 

newly forming trust for permaculture. I have published their stories in the past; they are doing great 

work. Here is what he wrote in a May 26, 2020 email with the subject line “Registration of the Repair 

Earth Projects as a Trust.”  
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 I have chosen you to partner me as a trustee. At REP, our idea is to champion environmental 

 conservation; afforestation in rural communities; protection of wetlands; sustainable 

 permaculture principles. In view of the global threat of climate change, grassroots narratives 

 such as us are not only indispensable but handy in ensuring massive participation of ordinary 

 grassroots people in the conservation of their environment. We aim to mobilize every citizen of 

 the world to be a soldier in the fight against environmental degradation and damage. 

We are also networking with Ngo Ban (Hope for a Better Future, Cameroon), Maxwell Kanotunga (Living 

Green Campaign, Zimbabwe), Lillian Kabakuma (Rise and Shine Women Initiative for Environmental 

Protection and Conservation, Uganda), Solomon Oluwaseun Samson (Team 54 Coordinator, Nigeria), 

Barbra Nagudi (Good Shepherd Child Care Foundation, Uganda), Valerie Wood-Gaigne (founder of Learn 

with Grandma International, Wales), Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu’Lau (Almajiri Project and Rescue a Girl 

Campaign, Nigeria). We are also working indirectly with We Don’t Have Time, Biodiversity for a Livable 

Climate, Earth Warriors, Environmentalists, Rise for Climate, Greening Burundi, and dozens of others 

whose stories we have published over the years. Please see hundreds of others in the Outcomes section 

at the end. 

I just participated in my first meeting with a local group since moving to New Jersey a few months ago: 

Our Revolution, Ocean County and will reach out to New Jersey groups I belonged to when I lived here 

40 years ago like ANJEC (Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions). I was an 

environmental commissioner in Brick and was on ANJEC’s board until I moved to Maryland. Also YES 

(Youth Environmental Society) and the local chapter of the Sierra Club, both of whose newsletters I 

edited. Previously I interacted with the New Jersey Conservation Foundation and will contact the 

woman I worked with, who is now the Executive Director, Michele Byers. 

Allen Hengst has been our Wire Editor for 12 years and everyone who contributes articles, photos, or 

artwork to Groundswell News is also a volunteer. We know many other environmental groups working 

on climate change and receive their communications. When we find great activities by other groups, we 

publish their work. Many local activists are on our email list and we communicate periodically.  

Who will be served by this project? People around the world, primarily Africans, will gain greater 

exposure for their underfunded projects, and hopefully some of our more affluent readers will make 

donations to them or help them with hands-on projects. When we start paying people for their 

contributions, they will benefit directly, as will our Assistant Editor when we hire him or her. 

One example of a person our newspaper helped is Emmanuel Niyoyabikoze of Burundi, a 24-year-old 

man who started Greening Burundi with a bank micro-loan, then organized a team, bought thousands of 

bags to fill with dirt, and prepared these bags for seeds. His dream was to get one million trees started 

in three years. When he told Iona that he had run out of money for seeds, one of her American readers 

donated $200 towards his tree-nursery. He ran out of money again and had to stop at 40,000 seedlings. 

Iona’s friend sent another $200. We have featured Emmanuel and his wonderful photos many times. He 

posts recent photos and narratives about his project on Iona’s Facebook page.  
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Another man we helped (Ssengendo Yasin Signalaminat) runs an orphanage in Uganda for 45 children. 

He is always begging for money with hardly anyone answering his pleas. One of our readers sent $25 to 

match Iona’s contribution and we sent $53 to help feed them for a few days. I made another donation 

about a year later, which was matched by another American for a total of $173. When I posted pictures 

on Facebook of the food they bought and the smiling children holding plates of food, another American 

made an even more generous donation and the match was duplicated again for a total of $350. But 

Ssengendo’s needs are so much greater than that.  He wants to buy land so they can grow their own 

food. Consequently, a campaign is underway to help him succeed. Here is what the man who helped 

navigate the money to Uganda wrote: “Fills me with copious amounts of joy and love to be in a position 

to help. Meeting you is a blessing.” As we grow and reach more people, those who have extra money 

will donate to those who need it. 

Goals: Our goal for this year is to establish a secure financial base so Iona can quit her job and work 

exclusively on Groundswell News Journal with on-the-scene help from an Assistant Editor. Another goal 

is that the stories coming out of Africa needing financial support will touch the hearts of readers in other 

countries and they will make donations.  

 

Many of the climate activists overseas are also helping orphans and some are orphans themselves. Since 

it’s known that we’re all connected to each other and Planet Earth, the more good we can do by 

publishing these stories, the better off we all will be. Our long-range goal is to keep Groundswell News 

Journal growing in every possible healthy, sustainable way to completely change the way the whole 

world works. We are building the road as we travel, step by step, day by day, year by year. We will 

succeed! 

 

Determining Success: When the projects we publish start getting funded because of our newspaper, or 

when the activists whose stories we publish are pleased with the outcome, we have succeeded. 

Sometimes all it takes is to give a struggling person a bit of encouragement and praise to keep them 

going. The people who have sent us material are thrilled to see their work published. They can then use 

Groundswell News to promote their projects in other places to other people. These things we can easily 

track and document. 

 

We will also document the number of new subscribers and the number of paid ads. If a foundation 

funds us with a particular interest like women, youth, rainforests, trees, oceans, etc., we can document 

the number of times we publish articles related to those specific issues, too. 

 

We follow IRS reporting requirements diligently and welcome a visit to our home office. 

 

Steps we have taken so far to implement these strategies: Iona applied to about 15 foundations during 

2018 for the smaller, less exciting version of Groundswell News with no success. The year 2019 was 

consumed with caring for John, his death, selling the house, and moving back to New Jersey, while 

keeping up the publishing schedule. Iona accepts Facebook friend requests carefully after being 

scammed and works gently with newcomers inviting them to subscribe; they usually do but Iona has 
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never asked Africans to pay for their subscriptions. After John’s death, the Coalition received $3,500 in 

his memory. If one considers in-kind donations of labor, Iona puts in at least 40 hours per week and our 

contributors log approximately 1-2 hours per story.  

Iona has compiled a list of 113 potential foundations and is starting to send her proposal to applicable 

ones. On May 5, Iona applied to the Max & Victoria Dreyfus Foundation for $17,000. On May 7, she sent 

an email to 590 readers asking for contributions and help getting additional subscribers. On May 11, she 

applied for $77,000 to the Ayrshire Foundation. On May 14, she applied to the Lawrence Foundation for 

$7,000. 

 

Priorities: The first thing we need to do is compensate contributors. We feel strongly that, like 

mainstream newspapers, our contributors should be paid. We’re not planning to run a sweatshop. We 

will hire an Assistant Editor to ease the workload. Once we gather sufficient funds, we can pay to place 

ads in journals with readers who would be potential subscribers. The faster we grow and attract more 

climate activists, the greater will be our ability to play a significant role in slowing the worst effects of 

climate change during the next critical decade.  

 

The total amount needed to make this a full-fledged newspaper operation, paying people to help grow 

the business is $77,700 a year. This money will need to come from foundations at first, but once we’re 

able to support ourselves with subscriptions and ads, sustainability will be achieved.  

 

Funding Needs:  

1. Salary for full-time Coalition Director and Groundswell News Journal Publisher/Editor; 
2. Salary for full-time Assistant Editor; 
3. Pay authors, photographers, and artists for their work; 
4. Place advertisements in multiple publications to raise awareness about our project and invite 

others to subscribe and/or submit stories;  
5. Purchase a hefty supply of printer cartridges for proofreading; 
6. Support travel expenses and fees to attend conferences and other public gatherings;  
7. Update software and hardware as necessary; and 
8. Hire an accountant. 

 
In calculating two salaries, we used the 2019 Guidestar Nonprofit Compensation Report for “All 

Organizations Compensation National by Budget Size Count, $250 thousand or less.” 

 

CEO/Executive Director:  

• Average: $45,919 

• Median: $42,000 
Top Administrative Position: 

• Average: $34,732 

• Median: $31,454 
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Budget for One Year’s Operation of Groundswell News Journal: We have minimal expenses now. We 

hope to build a vast network of activists by working full-time and not needing to be a wage slave. This 

projected budget is how we imagine our newspaper will flourish with one year of full-time, salaried work 

for two people: 

 

  $30,000 salary for Director/Publisher-Editor 

  $30,000 salary for Assistant Editor (includes visa and travel expenses) 

       $7,000 pay writers $25 for original work and $10-$15 for photos (includes Western   

      Union fees)   

     $3,000 ads and memberships in congenial publications 

     $3,000 office supplies, pertinent books and magazines 

     $1,000 travel to events and conferences 

     $3,000 technology maintenance and replacement     

        $700 annual accounting service 

 _______ 

 TOTAL:  $77,700 

 

Plan for Future Fundraising: We will keep growing organically until help arrives. We will continue to 

apply to foundations for grants and asking our readers to pay annually for subscriptions. If we can earn 

$6,000 the first year we get funded, we can put more time and energy into getting ads and 

subscriptions. If we can double that to $12,000 the following year, doubling again to $24,000 in our third 

year, doubling that in our fourth year ($48,000), by year five we will be strongly self-sustaining.  Profits 

will be used to hire more people as needed.  
 

Qualifications of Publisher/Editor: Iona has been an environmental activist for more than five decades. 

The birth of her first child 54 years ago catapulted her into the realization that her daily choices had a 

direct bearing on the health of her son and the well-being of the Earth. She has been an active 

participant in the movement ever since. 

 

As a nurse, Iona watched people dying prematurely of cancer. As an air pollution inspector in the middle 

of New Jersey, she was inside factories – or on their roofs – writing violations and bringing corporations 

to court. As an employee of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of 

Hazardous Waste Management, Iona was a one-woman road show carting slides of hazardous waste 

sites and a car full of non-toxic products to educate her audiences about the ways in which traditional 

consumer activities help create toxic dump sites. 

As Co-Director of the Grassroots Coalition, Iona travelled throughout the Northeast and Midwest with 

John organizing meetings and presenting programs. We started a worker-owned cooperative with a 

handful of women who designed and made clothes using organic cotton grown in the U.S. and selling 

those garments (plus items from other socially responsible companies) in churches and colleges. Then 

both of us switched our emphasis to climate change.  
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Iona has had numerous jobs as a reporter, written several books, edited other groups’ newsletters, and 

had hundreds of articles published in newspapers and magazines from The New York Times to small-

town weekly newspapers. She loves writing, editing, and proofreading others’ work.  

Currently Iona is devoting her time and energy to educating, activating, and inspiring people through 

Groundswell News Journal.  Our goal is to bring thousands and eventually millions more people into the 

growing movement to urgently, intelligently, seriously, and passionately combat global warming/climate 

change.  

Our Wire Editor, Allen Hengst, wrote this recommendation in July 2018:  

To whom it may concern, 

For 10 years Iona Conner and I have corresponded regularly via email about climate change-related 

news. In the beginning I sold copies of her Order of the Earth News monthly print newspaper both here 

in the DC-metropolitan area where I live, as well as on trips to Arizona and Canada.  I started forwarding 

climate change articles to Iona for inclusion in future editions of the newsletter around the time her 

publication changed its name to The Go-Back Club in 2013.  In December 2015, I volunteered to work as 

the newsletter’s Wire Editor, which entails reviewing each edition in advance to make sure all articles 

are accurately linked to their respective online news sources and photographs are properly attributed to 

their creators/publishers.  This virtual work relationship continues today under her paper’s latest 

incarnation: Groundswell News. 

Despite never having met Iona in person, I’ve learned that she is a knowledgable, tenacious, and (most 

importantly) optimistic fighter for protecting Earth’s fragile environment. The news value and aesthetics 

of her current monthly “newsbooklet” — now 25 pages long — are a testament to her unstinting 

dedication and drive.  Because she receives no monetary reimbursement for this tireless work, Iona is 

also one of the most generous people I know.  Never one to rest on her laurels, Iona’s boundless 

creativity and constant quest in search of newer, better ways to communicate have earned her my 

unequivocal admiration and respect. 

Sincerely, 
Allen Hengst 
2016 39th St., NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 338-5086 
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Outcomes: Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #60 March 2020 

Snapshots of our readers. 

 

Dear Iona, 

Thanks for sharing your most precious moments with us all my beloved Iona. As much as I am big on 
the big screens and concerts, I have recently learned the rewards of singing by myself and for myself 
even as a worship leader. We all should borrow a leaf and may John watch over you from the great 
beyond until such a time when we shall meet to part no more.  

Sending lot of love from my girls and all of us at the Nexus Exchange as always. 
 
[second email] You are our inspiration in our fight to save our environment and we’re poised to do 

whatever it takes to make your fabulous work through the decades to go even further and we are here 
to work in concert. 

Thank you for all you do for our Earth and especially your love for the underprivileged. I speak for all 
our young people at the Nexus Exchange Limited and I send you their love and peace as always. 
Mr. Kennedy Kwuelum, UK 
Founder/CEO Nexus Exchange Ltd. 
Diasporan Coordinator of Commonwealth 

Alliance of Young Entrepreneurs-West Africa 

Mobile: +447415618400 

Email: iamrkennedyofficial@gmail.com 

 

ARE YOU A QUITTER, DOUBTER, OR IMPACT DRIVEN FIGHTER? It doesn’t matter when and where you 

will start your journey through life. Since we were birthed on Earth, our lives have been nothing but a 

moment full of sorrowful pleasure. 

Learning how to crawl was one of the times that we so fear as an infant (Child), yet it’s a defining 

moment in our existence as well. When we crawled, learning to walk became another difficult journey 

for us. We stand, we fall. We stand, we sit on our tiny gluteus (Buttocks). In spite of all those falling and 

sitting periods that seem as obstacles to our crawling and walking moment, [they] were our inspiration 

to keep on trying no matter what. 

Similarly, is what we are going through now in the fourth phase of our lives. Sometimes we try, fight, 

struggle, yet, see no breakthrough. Sometimes we just want to quit and live a carefree life – that is, stop 

trying and just sit. 

There’s a point where we see things moving very fine with our friends and we began to think that 

nothing is happening, is changing in our lives and we start to make ourselves feel depressed and 

uncomfortable to the extent [we] shut ourselves from things that bring happiness. It becomes intense, 

especially when we see people we are older than or think we are smarter than enjoying or having their 

moment of success breakthrough. 

Listen to this, never shut yourself out from enjoying what your current situation has to offer. Feeling 

depressed, uncomfortable, and thinking negative about yourself is not who you are. You are a walking 

fulfilment. That’s our mind playing hide-and-seek games. It’s natural to feel that way at times, but do 

not allow it to consume your heart and minds. Bear in mind that it doesn’t matter how long or where 

mailto:iamrkennedyofficial@gmail.com
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you will start from but what is more important is that you have that positive mind and that you are 

starting or intending to start in spite of the challenges life and society throws you. 

Always convince your inner self that you too can become great like any other person. Keep the hope 

and dream alive. Not everyone completes the race together. Some start earlier [and] don’t get to the 

finishe line. Some people give up right to the point nearing the finish. Some don’t start early but get to 

the finish line. So, stop doubting yourself and stay positive and determined. Remember, No Die No Rest. 

Mohammed D. Konneh, Liberia 

Contact: GREATNESS ACHIEVED 

THROUGH EXCELLENCE (GATE 

AFRICA-LIBERIA INC) CLARA TOWN, 

SANDFIELD COMMUNITY. MONROVIA, LIBERIA WEST AFRICA. 

Email: gateafrica1@gmail.com 

 

Iona, 

I really appreciated the inspiring, investigative feature on Judy Wanchisn’s battle with the frackers 

(pages 4 to 9 in the February issue) – especially the photos. Is she one of your pals? [Editor’s reply: I have 

never met Judy, but I have published her stories in the past. She is one amazing woman! I’m glad you 

enjoyed her story.] 

Allen Hengst, Washington, DC, USA 

 

Dear Iona, 

I heartily thank you for your efforts and time as well because what you all (alongside Groundswell 

News Journal partners) do is so paramount to all of us... both sides: youths and grown-ups. 

Keeping up this remarkable job is our DUTY. 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul Claudel, Burundi 

 

Iona Conner, 

Thank you so much. You were the first U.S. Editor in Chief to publish our story and since then it has 

been wonderful. 

Daniel Chidubem Gbujie, Founder and CEO of Team 54 Project International 

 

Hi Iona, 

Thank you for all the work you do for God’s creation. 

Love, 

Ron & Linda Feagley, Pennsylvania USA 

 

Hello. 

My name is Daniel BAMBARA of Burundian nationality more precisely in sub-Saharan Africa. Really it 

is a great pleasure to consult your site www.groundswellnews.org. 

I really thank you. My email is “*****@gmail.com” to add me to your club. 

Daniel Bambara, Burundi 
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Hi, Iona. 

I am sitting here, looking out the window, worrying about why we still have no snow on the ground. 

Hey, this is Sweden, and it is the end of January! When I was a kid (do all of us old-timers say that all the 

time?), we always had a foot or two of snow on the ground at this time of the year. I remember how I 

used to get this enchanted feeling when I walked around in the woods, where the dense growth of 

spruces had the branches lavishly decorated with brilliantly white snow. The daylight barely penetrated 

to the ground, and on a windless day, it was so quiet that if I stood perfectly still, I could hear my 

heartbeat. I guess it was the blood pulsating in my temples. When I walked, the snow crunched under 

my boots. I liked the sound. It was the sound of winter, just like the sound of birds was the sound of 

summer.  

Come to think of it, we did not see and hear as many birds last summer as I remember from the 

summers of my childhood. Or bees. In January, the sun sets at three o’clock in the afternoon here. If 

there was a moon in the sky, that still provided a dim, bluish, dreamlike light that almost seemed to 

come from the snow. It was quite sufficient for me to find my way on the familiar trails.  

Today, the trails are muddy and dark, and I am not sure I could recognize my surroundings out there 

after sunset. I have to think about something else now. I long for summer. Summer here is an orgy of 

sunlight and color, and the smell of flowers, and the sound and smell of the sea on the beaches.  

Outside my hometown of Norrtalje, we have the largest archipelago in the world, with 50,000+ 

islands and skerries between Stockholm and Helsinki, Finland. It is a unique scenery, and quite beautiful. 

Anders Eklof, Sweden 

 

Someone asked me a month ago, “How is it that you are so determined and always seen in impacting 

even it’s so small and you always claimed you are a living billionaire, yet you are so poor and broke?” 

I look at the person and smile. They asked why am I laughing? 

I told him that I am not poor, but your mind and eyes make you think so. I said to the person that am 

a living billionaire because I make it my duty to see people beyond their statuses. I breathe fresh air 

without paying a penny for it. I have never been to a hospital in 16 years and most importantly I give out 

the best of what I have in heart in terms of love towards everyone no matter how many times they hurt 

it.  

Alhamdulillah (All Praise is due to GOD) for all. I have visions and dreams that are so big and huge to 

the extent that they don’t allow me sleep at night. And lastly, I have learned to see further seeing the 

world with an eye compared to none, but with what my heart and intellect birth every day. 

I then asked the person, am I poor? 

He said, “Indeed I am moved by your words.” 

Now I’m saying this to all of us. Don’t let no one tell you otherwise. Keep on moving even if the light 

seems dim. Always decorate your mind with positive feelings and thoughts. Eventually we shall all leave 

our little footprints on the face of the Earth and let’s make sure it’s a print worth being proud of. 

One Day! One Day! 

Mohammed D. Konneh, Liberia: The Mentor (No Die No Rest) 

 

“The Power of a Positive Mind” Jewish Voice for Peace wrote: “Trump’s ‘peace plan’ is a farce with 

deadly consequences...This is in no way a peace plan – it’s an apartheid plan. This is all very distressing, 
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of course. It’s hard to think of an adequate response – and a viable alternative – but I think we all need 

to keep on working at it as diligently (and imaginatively) as possible. Thanks for forwarding! 

Dan Adams, Pennsylvania USA 

 

Hi Iona. 

Well, I certainly hope that you can get enough funding. Too many fine activists are diverted from 

directing their best and total energy by the imperative to survive personally. Another reflection on the 

state of our world. Ah well.... 

Love, 

Robert Burrowes, Australia 

 

Hello mother this is Marium.  

I hope you have been well. I need your help, mother. I am planning to form a charity organization 

with the CEO of Uganda Youths Training Organization, Mahee Bob. He offered to give me space at his 

organization for some time. He already has donors from Norway and Sweden and it’s already legally 

organized. 

Please mother, I was requesting that you help me find one or two donors to help one or two students 

if possible, who are more in a bad situation like I was. I know how it means to be helpless, sweet mom. I 

was once helpless, so I want to take a hand in helping.  

I told Mahee Bob to form a story and write it there if you cannot manage to get donors physically. 

Stay strong mother.  

I graduated [with a Bachelors in Ethics and Human Rights]. I need around $300 for office rent, 

website, and a few staffs, which are still a challenge. 

Marium Shere Munezero Ainebyona, Uganda (The photo below shows Marium in the red top with her 

colleagues in Uganda Youth skills Training Organization). 
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Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #61 July 2020 

Hello my dear friend! I am okay and I am doing well with all my family members. I am Francine from 
Burundi exactly in Gitega province political capital and I study at the Gitega Paramedical Institute 
in the community development section. Besides my studies, I am a local representative of an association 
called World Merit Burundi in my province. World Merit Burundi is an association of change makers 
focused on 17 UN SDGs. 
I created something called Kids Bank where children learn how to save money and how to manage it. It 
is an amazing job. From December till now we formed four groups of children. There are now 350. After 
that we launched another group of some of their mothers called Girl Up project. We planted potatoes. 
Now I am thinking how to open a hair cut salon where hair will be cut by girls or women. 
Francine Nzokira, Burundi 
 
I am sure I can find all kinds of ways to help save our planet and its living things as I keep at it. 
Bill Boteler, Washington, DC, USA 
 
The Groundswell News Journal is very educative about the conservation of our environment,  
afforestation is encouraged. I like it. I will try to search about Ssengendo Yasin since I am also coming 
from Mafumbira subcounty Jinja district and I am also running a community-based organization 
called Good Shepherd Child Care Foundation. We empower our children with education support, the 
needy, orphans, support girl child education, promotion of health, encourage planting of trees, etc. 
Let’s pray one day you will come to Uganda and pay a visit to us. 
Nagudi Barbra, Uganda 
 
Today is Earth Day and the 50th anniversary of the first one! Unfortunately, in these 50 years, things 
have gotten much worse in many ways. Global warming is on track to become disastrous. We are in the 
middle of a rapid extinction of many species. (I am particularly concerned with the reduction in the 
number of bees and other pollinating insects.) Wildfires, droughts, and floods are becoming worse and 
more frequent. The sea levels are rising and will cause big problems in many heavily populated, low-
lying areas of the world.  
The growth in the use of solar and wind power to generate electricity is an encouraging sign, and so is 
the trend toward electric motors for vehicles of all sorts. I have solar panels on the roof of my house, 
and they have been quite effective. In less than a year, they have generated almost 10 Megawatt-hours 
(MWh) of electricity. That has saved over 3,800 kg of CO2 according to the solar panel company, but I 
am a bit skeptical about that number. Saved compared to what? Compared to if the electricity was 
generated by a coal-fired plant?? We don’t have those in Sweden! 
Anyway, it reduces the electricity bill. Be safe and keep up the good fight! (I’m looking forward to the 
next issue of your Journal.) 
Best regards, 
Anders Eklof, Sweden 
 
Ok, thanks mother for publishing me so I believe I will get more good people like Jacquie. God bless you! 
Ssengendo Yasin Siginalaminat, Uganda (See page 10.) 
 

Oh wonderful, l have really loved the newspaper, it’s awesome, you’re really my sister, you will teach 
me more. I love you. I thank God to connect us together. 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda (See pages 26 and 50.) 
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Am very happy to meet you too, and for the stimulating and highly educating conference that  
introduced us, am grateful [Blessed Unrest sponsored by Biodiversity for a Livable Climate]. 
I see you are working on Africa, though am yet to go through your activities, I will get back to you 
sometimes this week. I am sure this is an opportunity to demonstrate my abilities and love for my 
Country, continent, and the overall planetary health. Besides there is much to learn from an 
experienced person or organization like yours. I was thrilled being a correspondent. I 
hope to be an ecological hero, cheers to your gentle guide. 
I hope you are enjoying your vacation, also your hip am sure it’s healing, swimming in the ocean is a 
great idea for the healing process. 
Having gone through your activities I am so fascinated about the heroic acts of the young people as well 
as other friends of the Earth groups in your publication. I’ll like to research, write, and even try to create 
a hero among us here in Lagos, through environmental education and outreach. Perhaps there are other 
areas I can work with you, I never thought of, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
I am working with my small group on plastic pollution a major environmental challenge here in Lagos. I 
see the clean-up process as an opportunity to engaged idle youth in waste-to-wealth process. 
I hope my write up meets with your publication style because I really would want my activities 
published. I’d like to be an Earth hero myself, 
On your last mail you explained that I can submit my proposal to you to help attract grants to catalyze 
my activities, all I need is the go-ahead and you will have it on your table. Looking forward to your 
Gentle support. 
A lot of people commented on John, all good comments, hurts I never had the chance to meet him, the 
world misses him, that tells me he’s an extraordinary guy, you must be missing him above all. But please 
be renewed the Earth needs you now. 
I must say I really love the expression in your magazine describing the true hierarchy that says not man 
above Mother Earth but rather Mother Earth first, then others, not man above all others. Good to know. 
Stay blessed. 
Kind regards, 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria (See page 8.) 
 
It’s important that you understand that I cannot send anyone any money. I am asked most days. My only 
income is the UK state pension. Learn with Grandma has no income and no funds I have decided that 
the best way I can help is by sharing ideas and making practical suggestions of things you could do that 
are Achievable, Affordable, and Sustainable. I also think that at my age (78) and imperfect health it 
would be very wrong of me to encourage people to rely on my financial support. 
However I have invited you to join Learn with Grandma International 
(LwG) https://www.facebook.com/groups/1489818234620407/?fref=ts & USA 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LearnwithGrandmaUSA/?source_id=57056163746 
As a member you are welcome to share news, events, achievements. Please share anything that fits with 
LwG aims. The main aim is share ideas of how to use the Internet as a bridge to reunite the generations 
and help break down the digital age gap by sharing skills, love, and knowledge across the generations. 
Good projects are happening in many countries. 

1. To protect and cherish our people; our community and Planet – it’s our home. 
2. To reunite the generations using IT as a bridge. 
3. To record all that is good from our histories, culture, traditions, heritage, and skills, etc. 
4. To encourage parents and grandparents to instill a love of learning, create lasting memories, and have 
fun together. 
5. To encourage respect between the generations and show that each generation has skills they can 
learn from the other. 



 

38 
 

6. To encourage Intergenerational Learning & Active Ageing projects. 
7. To research, create, and provide learning material and resources and encourage a reading culture. 
8. To create a Digital international library, accessible to all. 
9. To work with organizations in other countries to promote these aims internationally. 
With 54 groups around the world I don’t have time to look at all my friends’ timelines!! 
But PLEASE remember that many people who are members of LwG either work for not for profits or 
already support various charities. We all understand that all organizations need money but too many 
appeals are counterproductive!! 
I started Learn with Grandma as my retirement project. I just floated my ideas of Intergenerational 
Learning & Active Ageing on Facebook never expecting that people in so many countries around 
the world would start a group for their country. It’s all happened so fast. I started sharing ideas in the 

autumn of 2014 and now good projects are happening in so many countries – it inspires me to keep on 

sharing the message that doing stuff together is fun. We elders can learn a lot from our young people – 
especially about all this digital stuff! We elders also have so much knowledge to share. We are not a 

problem – we are a RESOURCE! God Bless & Keep safe! 
Valerie Wood-Gaiger, Wales 
 
I’d like to be a member of your Grassroots Coalition! You do such great work! 
Doug Davis, New York USA 
 
This is a piece I wrote for an NGO in Africa. My name is Lynn Dostal, and I am 78 years old and retired, 
living in Florida, USA. I have actually retired twice. I spent 30 years as a business leader in operations 
and human resources-labor relations, and then as a middle grades special education teacher. I have 
always had a passion for gardening. 
When I retired from teaching, I started an aquaponic grow operation at my home. About two years ago I 
saw a Facebook post for Revive a Rural African Child and its school in Namaganda, Uganda. So, I started 
doing volunteer advising with them. Others in Africa started sending me friend requests and the whole 
concept exploded to where I was advising over 40 mentees on farming, education, and economic  
growth, in an attempt to end poverty, hunger, and illiteracy. 
I finally partnered with a minister in Kenya. I oversaw him buying a well-drilling truck, helped him build 
and manage an orphanage, become a CBO, and generally work toward self-sufficiency. He now has 
a motorcycle, a van that needs repairs to be operable, a chain saw for cutting wood to sell, and several 
permanent buildings for living and schooling. This road has not been easy to navigate. But we are 
making progress. People in his community have donated a 10,000-liter water tank for rain catchment 
and sale, as well as domestic use. Others have donated sand and cement for permanent rockwalled 
buildings. We have a bore hole, but no pumping system yet. We are planning to add a store where we 
will buy bulk products and sell smaller retail amounts. 
Many of my other brothers are permaculture farmers. I have helped them by sending seeds for citrus 
trees and other growies.* I have helped introduce drip irrigations in a drought-prone area of the 
world. I have helped rebuild chicken-egg operations with how to grow food vs. buying food, and much 
more. I am having such a good time now trying to make Africa a better place to live. In the future, if my 
wife pre-deceases me, I am thinking of retiring to Africa. I hope you like my story and will publish it as an 
example of what can be done, so to inspire others to surpass what I have done. 
*Growies = any plant; flowers, veggeis, or whatever. 
(second email 3/8/20) I hope this inspires other to support the needs in Africa. Now spear-heading a 
drive to make cooking stoves. Every little bit helps. 
Lynn Thomas Dostal, Florida USA 
ldostal@tampabay.rr.com 

mailto:ldostal@tampabay.rr.com
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The current world situation is a manifestation of our dysfunctional relationship with nature. We have 
been warned that depletion of wildlife habitats paved the way for emergence of pathogens like HIV, 
Ebola, and coronaviruses. 
India is a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the draft agreement, published in 
January and likely to be adopted in October, calls for protection of at least 30% of land and sea areas to 
stop catastrophic loss of biodiversity by 2030. This commitment will require creation and regeneration 
of new protected areas, prioritizing areas of abundant biodiversity. Yet, we want to destroy the richest 
biodiversity abundant areas like Dibru Saikhowa, Dehing Patkai, and Dibang valley in northeast India! 
Giving precedence to extractive industries over natural forests is regressive and will increase GHG 
emissions and add to the climate crisis. 
We can do better than this for the sake of the future generations struggling to cope with an uncertain 
future due to the unprecedented health and climate crisis. 
Rituraj Phukan, Secretary General of Green Guard Nature Organization & National Coordinator, The 
Climate Reality Project India 
 
Today I decided to get garden supplies from Home Depot since the locally-owned garden center is 
permanently out of essential stuff. But soon I realized there was way too much stuff at Home Depot - 
pages and pages of seeds and stuff - overwhelming. Generally, this is what the big box stores are like, 
this is what the internet is like - an unmanageable, growing amount of everything. This cannot go on 
forever. Rich nations already have too much of everything even though half their citizens are struggling 
for basics. To save the planet we have to end growth, end capitalism, and redistribute wealth by 2050. 
Politically very hard to do. We have geometric growth of stuff and it will soon be even more  
overwhelming, including packaging waste. 
https://theconversation.com/ive-seriously-tried-to-believe-capitalism-andthe-planet-can-coexist-but-
ive-lost-faith-131288 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/theconversation.com/amp/ive-seriously-triedto- 
believe-capitalism-and-the-planet-cancoexist-but-ive-lost-faith-131288 
Bill Boteler, Maryland USA 
 
By the way, I love the newspaper you are doing. It wowed me, too. Great work again Iona! So sad to 

hear of your Beloved’s“death.” May all hearts find each other again. Yes please send me that book 
about the tree. Will be in touch on all matters. 
Rome Banks, Australia 
 

Thanks Iona, very captivating, I look forward to being part of your team. From the word go…to me, it 

must be a wonderful group, with focused mind. May I wish you a quick recovery from swollen hip…so 

as you continue with your routine work, of which…to me is a calling. 
Best Regards, 
Isaac Wabuge, Kenya 
 
All the fun is for me Iona! I want my dedication to the environmental challenge given that all the young 
people of the years 1990-2020 (20th and 21st centuries). We have the right to have a healthy 
environment requiring the energy transition in order to have a future Zero Fossil generation. Being an 
environmental activist, I tell myself to remember that the Coronavirus is a sign before all damage, the 
natural disaster of climate change air pollution, and the rise of high Marin (Atlantic Ocean). I would 
make an effort to leave you at least five emails per week. Always help where you need with my emails. 
I am always dedicated to fighting climate change with my community and young people. because today 
the ecologists of the world health crisis must be motivated to denounce all fossil energies and to make 
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the energy transition. Today it is the electronic equipment that the community needs for the masses of 
campaigns and awareness raising across West Africa. 
Someday I will be honored to contact you physically, Iona. 
Issouf Pazini Kone, Ivory Coast 
 
Hello Dear Iona Conner, 
Hope this mail finds well. I’m happy to read you.  
So, as I told you on Facebook, I’m Me Jacques Hicintuka; I’m 32 years old from Burundi in Africa. I’m a 
lawyer. In 2011, I created an association called: Burundian Diabetics Association. I have a national 
project of helping the vulnerable prisoners in Burundi. I’m searching for a sponsor or partner to support 
my project. 
Best regards, 
Me Hicintuka Jacques 
My WhatsApp number: +25775680894 
Phone number: +25772462175 
 
Your Board is full of such wonderful, experienced, hard-working people for the good of our Earth!!!! I’m  
so impressed!!!! Thanks for sharing this with me! You’ve done and continue to do such great positive 
work!!!! I love it and the Earth loves it! 
Linda L., Idaho USA 
 
I’m always happy to volunteer for Humanity. I’m a serial volunteer, SDG Advocate, Global peace 
Ambassador. I volunteer for different non-profit organizations across the state. Embark on small 
project #Education for all. (Educate a female initiative). I’m really happy to meet you, do endeavour 
to message me anytime. I’m also open to any opportunities. 
Thanks for connecting with me once again. Indeed, it a great time. 
Thick forest of thanks, 
Aliu Olatunji, Nigeria 
 
[In reference to seeing Francine working in her garden on Facebook] Well done my friend, I love seeing 
women doing agriculture. We can save the planet Earth together, make it a better place for everyone 
and promote agriculture. Cheers, 
Solomon Oluwaseun Samson, Nigeria 
 
Hello Everyone. 
In light of the seriously adverse impact of the COVID-19 coup on humanity’s survival prospects, including 
because of the reduced aerosol masking effect caused by the sudden reduction in industrial activity 
and the consequent rapid rise in temperature that is now occurring, I have outlined the interrelated 
problems in this article and suggested how we can tackle them strategically to give us some prospect of 
surviving in our rapidly shortening timeframe. 
In doing this, I readily acknowledge that an increasing number of scientists are convinced that it is now 
too late. You are welcome to share the article as widely as you like. 
‘COVID-19: Breaking the Lockdown, 

Defeating the Coup, Averting Extinction’https://www.transcend.org/tms/2020/05/covid-19-breaking-
the-lockdown-defeating-the-coup-averting-extinction/ 
‘TRANSCEND Media Service: Solutions-Oriented Peace Journalism, Germany/Switzerland, May 4, 2020.’ 
For life on Earth, 
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
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Good to speak with you today. How I admire your passion and commitment. I am so glad to hear of the 
school being named for John. 
Regarding anti-racism groups, the Southern Poverty Law Center I believe is one of the best organizations 
working against racism and against extremist groups. Also, there is a Catholic bishop, Bishop Seitz from 
El Paso, Texas who has written what I think is one of the best letters on white supremacy and racism. It 

is entitled “Night Will Be No More.”There are many organizations working against racism that can be 
found on Google. I personally find the two I mentioned above very, very profound. I hope this helps. 
As we go through the experience of the Coronavirus, we recognize the suffering of so many in our world. 
Suffering is not final when we authentically recognize it for what it is. Two of the Brothers in my 
community here in Dayton have ministered at our program, which cares for abandoned children in India. 
At Easter dinner, they told the story of a baby found by rag pickers who sort garbage. Caring for him, 
they gave him milk and then brought him to our REDS (Ragpickers’ Education and Development 
Scheme). This boy has grown to be healthy and receive an education. I heard in the storytelling a tone of 
profound joy from those who saw this child develop. The suffering is indeed real but the possibility 
of bringing health and new life is also real. 
I love the way so many good people are sharing with the nation and the world how we are to work 
through this terrible crisis we are going through. I see and hear so much help coming forth on various 
levels of expertise and caring, not from ideologies nor from prejudices. They speak of the correct 
realities that we all need to follow and show care. I admire so much how they lead us to see the 
authentic big picture. They are leading us to recognize that in caring for each other in the correct way, 
we will eventually find a solution. 
Love and Blessings, 
Fr. Ted Cassidy, SM, Ohio USA (See The Hurricane of Racism, page 36.) 
 
Hello, my dear, my green sister, hope you’re doing well over there. I have really loved the newspaper, 
it’s awesome.  You’re really my sister, you will teach me more. I love you. I thank God to connect 
us together. We shall keep in touch dear, 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda (See below and page 36.) 
 

 
Photo by Manyindo Elijah 

Lillian Kabahuma wrote this: “Here last week was giving food to the people who are not working due to 
lockdown, here people are dying of hunger, but I sold 10 goats and bought food for some people around 
me.” She and her team bought cassava, bananas, and charcoal to donate to people in their community. 
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Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #62 July 13, 2020 

In addition to GNJ’s usual climate change topics and 3rd-world projects, this edition included a timely  
10-page focus on racism (pgs. 34 - 38 & 51 - 55). Since I’m already somewhat familiar with those issues, 
the big attraction for me this time were the half dozen articles on spiritual/philosophical approaches to 
overcoming our materialistic suicide pact with capitalism: Revolution, The Rights of Mother Earth, We 
Are the World, Now is the Time to Practice Beauty, The Path Beyond Extinction & Escape and Mass 
Consumerism Is the Roadblock. As usual, the organization and layout of all articles were logical and 
aesthetically pleasing. 
Allen Hengst, Wire Editor, Washington, DC, USA 
 
Thank you for the latest issue of Groundswell News Journal. It was awesome, heart-warming, and 
inspirational. It is encouraging that it has such a world-wide readership and engagement. The sad part 
of the situation is that we (humankind) are still hurtling toward disaster in environmental destruction 
and climate change. People are so ignorant and careless about what our self-indulgent, heedless 
consumerism is doing to our planet. 
You have heard, haven’t you, about how a frog, placed in a pot of room temperature water, will not 
respond with alarm if the temperature of the water increases very slowly. Finally, the frog dies of 
overheating. That seems to be the situation in which humankind finds itself. Ignorance may be 
momentary bliss, but reality tends to catch up with us. 
The Groundswell News Journal is a masterly production. I can’t imagine how you are able to create such 
a voluminous, first-class journal every month, pretty much by yourself! It helps, of course, that you 
receive great contributions of articles from your readers all over the world. The “Revolution” essay was 
beautiful, and the philosophy of “We are the World: Past, Present, Future” is so calming in these times 
of stress. But you, the producer, still have to read all those things - and more - yourself. You have to 
select and edit them and format the Journal with them. 
Anders Eklof, Sweden 
 
My goodness, so much heartbreak to hold! You may find some of our resources helpful. Here is a link to 
different categories (grief and loss, meaningful work, the heart of peace and justice, the natural world 
etc.) https://gratefulness.org/explore/interests/. 
Be sure to take care of yourself too! I would be honored to receive your newsletter. 
Thank you again Iona. Blessings to you and all of those that are so lucky to have you be their champion! 
With a grateful heart and appreciation, 
Serafina, On behalf of Your Gratefulness Team, A Network for Grateful Living, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
 
I have not used a drier since my two children left home at 16 and 18. I have always used cold water. I 
have an electric hot water heater but I had a lever installed on it and I only heat the water when I take 
a bath two or three times a week. If I need hot water to wash dishes, I heat up a tiny kettle’s worth. I 
often unplug my computer to save on electric. I heat w/oil (forced hot air). I turn the thermostat to 45 
degrees at night. It then never comes on. When I wake in a.m., I turn up the heat to 62 degrees and then 
turn it off a half hour later. I turn it on two more times at lunch and dinner. For the first time in years I 
left it on a few times at night. Getting weaker in my old age; I am now 81. My monthly electric bill is 
around $46.  
I only have a light on in the room I am in. I have selected the option of renewable energy from NYSEG. I 
have supported the construction of wind turbines in my town of Guilford, New York, though there is a 
strong movement against them. I wear my clothes more than one day, thereby saving on using the 
washing machine. 
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I shop for vegetables very little and know what weeds on my property are edible and highly nutritious. 
Soon I will harvest my nettles for the first time. I have already cooked wild mustard and am about to 
cook dock leaves. I always pick dandelion leaves for my salad and soup. I have a bounty of domestic 
raspberries and freeze enough to last until the next summer’s harvest. I also still have a gallon of 
hazelnuts from last summer’s harvest from my 3 hazelnut trees planted years ago. I plant a garden every 
year.  
I try to drive as little as possible which isn’t that hard now with shelter at home. I was very active in the 
anti-fracking movement to ban fracking for natural gas in New York. We were successful but now have 
to fight against the corporate efforts to build pipelines and other infrastructure. 
I also burn wood which I know is worse than a pellet stove, but when it’s in the 20’s or below nothing 
makes an old house warm like a wood furnace. 
I also used to flush the toilet with saved bath water and electricity because the well pump doesn’t need 
to go on but a few years ago my shoulder couldn’t take lifting the bucket heavy with water. Boohoo. 
I would like to help Pine Ridge Lakota Sioux reservation install solar panels so people aren’t so cold out 
there when they can’t afford propane. Any ideas [Are you rich? Iona asked.] No, but Bill Gates and 
others are. We need to have people recommend helping Pine Ridge if one res(ervation) does, others 
might follow. When I said “help,” I meant to get an initiative started. Actually, it fits in w/your 
newspaper because it would be a transition to renewable over fossil fuel. I talked about raised bed 
gardens, eating dandelion leaves, and getting solar panels on homes at Pine Ridge with CRYSTAL at 
Red Cloud Indian School there. She was very receptive and interested in what I had to say (old teachers 
never die, they just keep talking). Her number is $#%&. That’s the school number. You may have to ask 
for her. She might have a picture or tell u how to find one.  
People can reach me at gospelhill@juno.com. (That’s the name of road I live on!) 
Katharine Dawson, New York USA 
 
Am proud to have you, chief, in my life. Thanks. Since I have nothing to give you in the run-up to this 
New Year 2020. I am transferring a sum of Good Health to be withdrawn in the Peace Bank located in 
the District of Prosperity, at the Avenue of Happiness, behind the Building of Success. This transfer is 
available in all networks of Love and Friendship of the world. Here is the code “GOD BLESS YOU” Send 
this message to all your friends. I’m waiting for mine!! 
Chadrack Deng Apiu Amuk, Sudan 
 
I hope am not speaking out of the box as a result of pressing needs and imperative challenges. I applied 
with Bio4Climate; I clicked on the “work with us” button, there I was directed to work with them. First 
one must be an intern, which I gladly accepted, as an opportunity to acclimatize to the global fellowship 
of regenerative development in line with planetary health (a feeling I have nurtured for several years), 
scanning for like mindedness people to synergies with, though tough to express alone, happy am I with 
Bio4Clinate in my projection in the future of the world, worth my potent energy. Am an assistant writer 
and intern with Bio4Clinate. We see the world better than when we see only ourselves in it. 
I feel shy over it, like it’s difficult to trust the world. But MOST trustworthy feelings from the inside, that, 
which does not defile the heart only exonerates and edifies the Father of creation and Mother Earth. 
You are welcome to share every feeling expressed, though with much tears of joy, to be appreciated. 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria 
Great Love and regards 
(for: friends of fireflies) 
 
Thanks for adding me! I love love love what you guys are doing and excited to participate! I am Matt 
Draggoo’s roommate in Nevada and he shared it with me. 
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Thank you for all you do! I look forward to learning more! A million hugs! 
Cyndie Peterson, Nevada USA 
 
That’s so gorgeous to hear, thank you! It’s wonderful that you’re interested in publishing more of my 
writing, I would love that! What kind of piece would you be looking for? I have a few non-fiction pieces 
written about my time growing up (one involves working in the potato fields as a kid, and another 
involves the different rituals my family has had, such as walking the local labyrinth every week) – these 
would be quite focused on nature and/or spirituality. 
However, I have some short stories that would also work with these themes. Thank you so much for 
having an interest in my writing! I hope you are doing really well. The recent issue of Groundswell 
News was really gorgeous, and I loved how you presented my piece (“Revolution: Imagine the World 
YOU Want to Live In,” front page July 2020 issue). 
Surnaí Malloy, Ireland 
 
Wow wow wow! I have seen and read the newspaper. It’s beautiful, people surrounding are meeting 
many challenges, others are doing great things, thank so much my beloved sister. 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda 
 
The Mentor (No Die No Rest) 
The moment we begin to allow outside voices to dictate with who we are, it diffuses and creates a 
hindrance to our self-esteem and confidence. Never allow someone’s opinion to become your reality. 
Remember, your job is not to make people love you because no matter how good you are, you will 
never be good for everyone. 
We must bear in mind that we are humans and are not infallible. Never allow your past mistakes to 
derail you from the new path you have created. Let’s not pull people down when they are building a 
whole new positive version of themselves by injecting previous shortcomings. 
#MindofaBillionaire. 
#YouHaveTheRightToBeInspired. 
Mohammed D. Konneh, Liberia 
 
What a beautiful issue! If it gets any bigger, you’ll have to start calling it a magazine. I am a bit ashamed 
that some items I sent you, I hadn’t read until today; I just thought, “I bet Iona would enjoy this.” And, 
the article on the environmental benefits of forests made me feel better about my half-wild 10 acres. 
Most places on this country road are skinned of all nature and covered by grass cut too short to thrive. 
(They think I’m eccentric and I think they’re boring!) I am so glad you included the pages on racial justice 
and I hope people of all colors will be inspired to put some of the “75 Things” into practice. 
C. B., Pennsylvania USA 
 
Greetings from Assam. It is wonderful to read through this edition of the newspaper. Thank you for 
including the sections related to racism; these have helped me understanding the challenges. 
Rituraj Phukan, India 
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Note: We ran the story about Bigboy needing funds to fence the land he was given in order to keep it in 

our July 2020 edition, pages 23 and 24. Here is the follow-up. They are still raising money.  

 
 

Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #63 July 22, 2020 

I am in Kajiado County, Kenya. We give sanitary towels to girls in schools. We do counseling sessions in 
schools, both primary and secondary schools. Right now due to the pandemic we are raising funds to 
give food and masks to needy families. 
Ene Kasaine, Kenya 
Nkasaine@gmail.com 
Touchtransformation9@gmail.com 
 
Thank you very much for appreciating our work. First and foremost these bulletins are created by a well-
wisher who desires to see us execute our mission and vision of the organization. There is no exact 
number of people who have received the bulletins but we will be more grateful if you spread them in 
your networks. I have fallen in love with that expression. 
Please tell me more about your franchise idea. And feel free to let me know if you have any questions or 
concerns or any partnership. 
Thank you for raising an important aspect of giving credit to the photographer. We will definitely 
implement it. We are overwhelmed by your benevolence to send our bulletins to your subscribers. 
Please feel free without any hesitation. We would love to know and learn more from you and also cross-
pollinate ideas. Your journals are brilliant as well. We would like to be your Zimbabwe journal country 
representative. Together we can work together. 
Your suggestions are welcome. 
[After I shared Jussa’s Bulletin with everyone on my 600+ email list, he wrote, “Thank you guys, we are 
also learning. Together we make a great team.”] 
Kind regards, 
Jussa Kudherezera, Zimbabe 

 

By Musemwa Bigboy, Zimbabwe 
June 22, 2020 
Thank you for donating towards our 
Fence Our Dream fundraiser. 
Currently the welders are making 
poles for the site. It’s good we raised 
enough for the fence and that we are 
to fund the building of a well and a 
small two-room shelter for the 
caretaker. Our next aim would be a 
toilet and a bathroom. Kindly stay 
with me in this journey. Be welcome 
to Zimbabwe and together for a 
better world. For additional 
donations, please go to 
https://www.facebook.com/donate/ 
676657402912479/102202955547935
38/ 

 

mailto:Touchtransformation9@gmail.com
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[After sharing Jussa’s beautiful Bulletin, we got the following responses.] 
Aunt.. This is very beautiful... Your write up just explains the process, experience, the planning and all of 
the ideas you have in mind for the future of your newspapers...I am really glad to be a part of this 
Movement, I really am... I am just checking my emails today and realized that I’ve missed out on a lot... 
There’s a project I’m working on myself and it’s draining time for me as well. I hope you are doing well, 
taking care of yourself? I’m sorry I haven’t reached out in a while ma... Pardon me. I hope to hear from 
you soon. 
Olusanya Temitope Prince (Prince Timmy), Nigeria 
 
(Re: Jussa’s Bulletin) Love it! Magnificent idea. 
Ekwe Chiwundu Charles, Nigeria 
 
(Re: Jussa’s Bulletin) Awesome. Thank you, Mommy. I must say I love the presentation about MAYA you 
just shared. They are doing amazing work over in Zimbabwe. 
Denis Tendong, Cameroon (See pages 25 and 26 for his story) 
 
(Exchange of emails between Valerie Wood-Gaiger in Wales and Smith Nwokocha in Nigeria shared with 
Groundswell.) 
(Valerie) Re: Black lives Matter & the current attempt to re-write history. We can’t re-write history but 
we can learn from it! Of course Black lives Matter; All Lives matter! Granny saying – skin is just the 
wrapping! The present – the person – is inside! When we treat everyone – whatever their viewpoint – 
their religion (or lack of religion) – whatever their job (or lack of a job); Man & Woman; Black & White; 
Rich or Poor; Young or old; Disabled or not; Gay or straight – with the same level of courtesy & respect – 
then we are respecting them as our fellow human beings. We are respecting them & their Human  
Rights. 
I spoke at a Woman’s Day Conference a  few years ago about how Slavery is a total violation of Human 
Rights and reminded people that there are many more slaves in the World today than there were when 
Slavery was legal. Also that today’s slaves have less protection because they are hidden away and killed 
when they are no longer useful. They cannot be set free because their abusers know that what they 
are doing is illegal.  
(Smith) Grandma, together we can promulgate actions that will defile and decimate #Slavery of any 
form. Mental or Physical. I believe in championing such causes that affects humanity. I assure you 
Grandma in no distance time, it will be highly minimized. Let’s keep speaking out without fear or favour. 
#BlackLivesMatters. 
God bless you greatly and thank you so much for Celebrating me. 
(Valerie) I am not so optimistic. No one knows how many people have been enslaved – or where they 
are – it is not a colour issue! Many young people from poorer eastern European countries are offered 
jobs (which do not exist) and when they arrive their phones, money, and passports are taken from them 
and they are forced to become sex slaves. No one knows how many people are involved but it is HUGE 
all around the world – a vast, highly-profitable trade. Throughout history, people have been sold into 
slavery. I am too old to take up another challenge – all I can do is remind people that slavery is not 
history. I must concentrate on my project to promote Intergenerational Learning & Active Ageing. 
God Bless & Keep safe! 
Mrs. Valerie Wood-Gaiger, Founder of Learn with Grandma, Wales  
All suggestions are Achievable; Affordable and Sustainable! 
 
Thank you for sharing this! It is so good to see the polar bear on the front page! I love the compilation of 
articles and the design and layout is always excellent. 
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Best wishes and see you soon. 
[Note from the Editor: I really goofed. I forgot to include the author’s name; I’ve never done that before. 
If you remember writing this, please let me know so I can print an apology next time.] 
 
Greetings from Assam. It is wonderful to read through this edition (July) of the newspaper. Thank you 
for including the sections related to racism; these have helped me understanding the challenges. 
I will look forward to contributing to the next issue of the newspaper and also the next meeting. Until 
then, take care of yourself and enjoy the retreat. 
Regards, 
Rituraj Phukan, India 
 
Great issue Iona! Your retreat time sounds exceptional and your brief account of the Underground 
Railroad was most evocative. A tragedy, then, that there are more slaves in the world now than at any 
previous time in human history and yet so little is done about it.... 
Still so much to do, hey? 
Sincerely trust the meeting goes well too. I will be there in spirit. 
Love to you all, 
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
 
Good morning, my beautiful lovely Aunt... I read your email yesterday and downloaded the pdf file for 
the newspaper... Aunt it was beautiful, and very inspiring... I was encouraged to continue my work and 
never give up... To see myself making moves like this really Inspires me aunt... And I love the rest of the 
stories. It’s incredible, several people doing incredible stuffs.. just amazing. Thank you so so so much 
Aunt... I shared the pdf with friend and groups.. It’s just amazing... Thank you... 
I have a project to talk to you about soon... I just started and it’s incredible, the energy I started with and 
speed.... I’m not slowing down...I just really wanted to thank you ma. 
God bless you greatly. 
Olusanya Temitope Prince (Prince Timmy), Nigeria 
 
The Groundswell journal is very interesting, every word, every page, am just seeing it, it cools and calms 
my nerves. The Groundswell News Journal July 2020 edition is a great improvement of the March 
edition. Its magnificently crafted and very soft to read, am glad I was mentioned in the edition. Thank 
you for projecting my work, I can actually be hopeful of sponsor. Friends of fireflies can gain momentum. 
“Revolution” by Sumai Molloy is an extraordinary inspiring write up. She’s kind of a Da Vinci, using 
letters to create fascinating pictures. I appreciate the beauty, just like the other article by Sandra 
Lubarsky which emphasis on beauty. I think men appreciate beautiful women. I know of someone who 
quit smoking because he got married to a beautiful woman. I remember him saying, “My wife fulfilled 
all my desires. I felt contented with her.” 
I feel shy over it, like its difficult to trust the world. But MOST Trustworthy feelings from the inside, that, 
which does not defile the heart only exonerates and edifies the Father of Creation and Mother Earth. 
You are welcome to share every feeling expressed, though with much tears of joy, to be appreciated. 
We see the world better than when we see only ourselves in it. The Covid-19 issue is global, perhaps 
climate change in a new direction. However it has given us an opportunity to get to know ourselves, and 
a chance to retrospect, why we need to right our ways, and see the world beyond ourselves. 
A time that teaches us that the technology of today must be fully utilized to renew ourselves in doing 
the right thing and to fraternize with like minds around the world. Cheers to a beautiful day! 
Great Love and regards, 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria (for: friends of fireflies) 
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Yeah Mom. I am doing better. Keep safe and strong to keep inspiring our generation.  
Have a nice weekend. 
Amb. Hanson G.Blayon, Liberia 
 
Iona, hope you are well. Loved reading your magazine and the impactful stories you have written. 
Cindy Cunningham, Village of Hope Uganda 
 
Great edition! I hope you enjoy your retreat. 
Best, 
Melissa Reams, Georgia USA 
 
(After our annual membership meeting on July 11, 2020) Congratulations! Successful efforts in an 
adorable direction. I liked all the people I met, though am yet to tag names by face, and really love to 
ask for a meeting often even if unofficial. I don’t think I assimilated in full the great minds and love they 
wished to express. 
On my group, we are friends of fireflies, though fascinated by friends of butterflies like we are tagged on 
my proposal in Groundswell publication where our contact is, on the last paragraph is boldly written. 
Please express my delight to all members that participated in today’s meeting and for a chuckle I think 
we are making right what was wrong in the Covid and lockdown, perhaps adaptation and mitigation. 
And to our ecological kindred that couldn’t make today’s meeting section, please, you are always 
welcome to join us. 
For those who wished to know why the name “friends of fireflies,” there is this quiet place I was used to 
hanging out, quite a bush, so people don’t hang out there when its dark. But on this particular night 
and afterwards I noticed the fireflies like never before and fell in love with them. That was when I 
realized they are harmless ornamental creatures to be cherished and adored. A time that teaches us 
that the technology of today must be fully utilized to renew ourselves in doing the right thing and to 
fraternize with like minds around the world. 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria 
friends of fireflies 
 
Hello President, 
Your will to act in favor of help for the development can only cause admiration on behalf of the 
recipients to this noble action [and hope] that you don’t stop bringing everywhere to the poor and 
vulnerable populations in the world. 
We are a non-profit association named Défi et Révolution de la Vie Rurale (DRVR-TOGO) created in 
October 2005 and her receipt of registration is under the number 0676/MATDCL-SG-DLPAP-DOCA 
and published to the official newspaper of the Republic Togolese. 
Our association promotes Social, health sector, agriculture, economic development, and education for 
poverty people and vulnerable communities, especially women and children in our country. 
Since her création, the DRVR-TOGO association works to the side of the poor communities with actions 
programmed in documents of projects every year. 
• Project of hold and support of the schooling of the orphan and resourceless children; 
• Project of equipment in tables, benches; 
• Maintenance project and of construction of the school building; 
• Project of celebration of the Feast of Noel to the orphan resourceless children; 
• Project of right and health of reproduction of the girls and women; 
• Project of the kind and the maternal and infantile health; 
• Project of raising and responsibility economic of the women; 
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• Project of sewing machines to the young tailors and seamstresses at the end of formation; 
• Project of production and transformation and merchandising of cassava; and 
• Project of drinking water for vulnerable populations in the villages in lack of water. 
We are in search of organizations, foundations, associations, donors, nonprofit societies or companies, 
religious, and others for a collaboration, of sharing of experiences and projects, to participate in 
workshops of formations and backing of capacities of our members and groups’ targets, and so possible 
to sustain technically and financially our projects to help and come with our communities for food and 
economic self sufficiency and to be able to come out of misery and poverty for a world without hunger, 
livable, and to answer the objectives of lasting development. 
However, we wanted collaboration in the future with your organization to be able to acquire some 
knowledge and to be capable to face the stakes and problems of our communities. 
I am interested very much to working with your organization, what to do? 
Address: 170.BP: 65 Vogan-Togo 
Phone: +22897149010 (WhatsApp) 
Mail: simonakouete@gmail.com Please, our official language is French, the all documents projects are in 
French language. 
Facebook: Association Drvr-TOGO. In the waiting of a favorable continuation, received my Dear Friends, 
our distinguished greeting. 
Best regards, 
Akouette Yawo Galé Simon, President association DRVR-TOGO (See page 22.) 
 
In sincere appreciation of the work that you put into this. 
Enjoy your retreat. 
Love, 
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
 
Most [white] People are Racist, they just don’t realize it. White Privilege has shielded most of us to the 
role we play in how it effects minorities. I continue to struggle trying to explain White Privilege to my 
white friends. I continue to refer people to “Trevor Noah’s” show and previous recordings. “Unless you 
can walk in a Black Man’s Shoes,” you can’t truly understand. 
For Us All, 
Jeannette Bartelt, Maryland USA 
[Note: Jeannette forwarded GNJ to her friends with this email: “Hello Everyone, I hope this finds you 
Safe and Well. We All need some good news to read these days. I hope you’ll find this Environmental 
Newspaper uplifting. Please subscribe so you can receive it monthly.”] The usual fine selection of 
relevant articles, lovely letters, and other features such as “75 Things White People Can Do for Racial 
Justice.”] 
 
Greetings from Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre. How are you there? We are very happy to 
receive the Groundswell News Journal. 
Ezekiel Kulaba, Uganda 
 
The way forward. 
Solomon Oluwaseun Samson, Nigeria 
 
Thanks to you too for always believing in me and Team. Thanks for the beautiful stories in Groundswell 
newspaper. 
Mohammed D. Konneh, Liberia 
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Thank you Iona for this wonderful issue. I am sharing a screenshot on Facebook with the link to the 
website. We will continue to do our best for the planet. Take care. 
Regards, 
Rituraj Phukan, India 
 
Thanks Iona, I’ll share this in our network. Keep going! We freedom fighters have to stick together! 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Annett, Canada 
 
Your newsletter looks good. Please add us to your mail list & we will help circulate it. We are glad you 
are feeling a little better. We are sure John is smiling down on you and is pleased that you are  
continuing the important work of Climate Justice. 
John and Maureen Sheehan, Massachusetts USA 
 

 
Submitted by Precious Kalombwana, Zambia 

 
 

Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #64 August 4, 2020 

[Note: The following were received after I sent Groundswell News to everyone.] 
Your newsletter looks good. Please add us to your mail list & we will help circulate it. 
John and Maureen Sheehan, Massachusetts USA 
 
Our greetings to you and thank you for sending us Groundswell News. Love it! Thank. We enjoy reading  
it. When is the next coming? We are here waiting for the next news. 
Blessings and thank you, Iona. 
Ezekiel Kulaba, Uganda 
 
Awwnnnnn… I’m definitely sharing this one. Thank you so much 
Prince Timmy, Nigeria 
 
Very positive energy (shared with 23 people). 
Bob Hendren, Michigan USA 
 
Love it! 
Francine Nzokira, Burundi 
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I loved re-reading that story about your third son from Part 7 of the memoir. Since it was written five 
years ago, inquiring minds want to know whether Andrew was ultimately granted parole? 
Allen Hengst, Wire Editor 
[Answer: As of July 29, he has gotten the vote he needs to be released from the parole board but we still 
don’t have an exact date for his release.] 
 
Hi, Iona. So happy to get your sweet message. In the future I hope to comment on your newsletter & 
you can of course publish those comments if you like. Your work is inspiring. 
Sending you blessings, best wishes, & much love. Be well. God be with you always. It’s wonderful to be 
in touch with you, and I am sure it makes John happy that we are connected. 
Hope this finds you well & so glad you participate on Companions. 
Love this: 
The mission of Groundswell News is to be a beautiful, inspiring, uplifting journal which educates and 
enlightens people about climate change through scientific articles and stories by and about activists who 
are working to protect life on Earth and preserve natural resources. We are a global family. 
I especially liked your story of Andrew, your “adopted” son & your photo with him. 
Take care. What a blessing to connect & I know John is so proud of you & helping us all from heaven. 
Take care. Many blessings. 
Morgan Zo-Callahan, California USA 
 
Sent to 60 of my contacts. 
“Please read and subscribe. 
For the Earth and its inhabitants. 
My friend Vivian read your last addition and loved it. 
Our Environment should be our #1 concern. Without it nothing else matters. Mother Earth will spit us All 
out.” 
Love to Everyone, 
Jeannette Bartelt, Maryland USA 
 
Awesome, thanks for the update! Already shared with all. 
Best wishes to you and your team. 
Thanks and regards, 
Moharana Choudhury, India 
 
I wanted to greet you individually as my lovely sister, the newspaper is so wonderful, people are doing 
amazing things. 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda 
 
Hello, everyone - I am interested in starting a multi generational, diverse community without land 
ownership [the indigenous model] and with long-term goals of conserving and stewarding the land on 
which we would live, creating a resilient, self sustaining and regenerative community. 
I have read and listened to a lot of options and the largest roadblock is the cost of the land. I want to 
figure out how to avoid this roadblock and invite people who may not have the financial resources but 
have talents, expertise, the ability to work, and other resources to bring to the table. 
How do we make this possible? 
How do we make it replicable? 
How do we make it “cool”? 
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How do we make it sustainable [not in the environmental sense but in the longevity of the program  
sense]? 
Thank you for any ideas and anyone who wants to join the conversation and also in the effort, please, 
let me know. If you know of a conservation group who is looking to collaborate on this endeavor, let’s 
talk! 
If you know someone who wants to donate land to this experiment, let’s talk! 
If you want to be a part of this endeavor, let’s talk. 
I live in Dover, New Hampshire. I would like to create this community in the Seacoast area of NH or 
southern Maine, depending on how this works out. I have some ideas and connections with many local 
farming groups and farmers and am on the board of the Seacoast Permaculture group and connected 
with NOFA and many others, including Bio4climate. I attended a number of their meetups before the 
world shut down and also the virtual conference. 
Let me know if you have any other questions. Right now I am looking for land, coconspirators, and have 
a plan to connect with the local conservation group SELT.org to talk about plans they have for  
developing a small farm hold they just procured as part of my idea of not holding the land. I am meeting 
with a small group which may become the start of the new family on Monday. 
Land trusts/agrarian trusts/land conservation trusts/donated land which will be conserved in its natural 
state or improved/land reclamation/urban land reclamation/other ideas? 
Thank you for your support! 
Yulia Rothenberg, New Hampshire USA 
(from Blessed Unrest conference) 
Contact: yuliarothko@gmail.com 
 
Good morning Iona: 
I don’t know if you watch or have access to PBS news, but they often have very good segments on the 
environment. In case you didn’t see it, last night they had a fairly lengthy (10 minutes, maybe) report on 
logging in the Congo River basin. As you would expect, it was full of not particularly good news about 
how unfettered logging is quickly stripping some of the most important tropical forests in that region – 
and the world. The government makes annual permitting and licensing arrangements with logging 
companies, but those agreements are rarely observed, and huge illegal logging operations have become 
the standard rather than the exception. The worst culprit, according to this report, is China. 
I was very disturbed – but not surprised – to hear that, since it seems that China has – very quietly but 
also very effectively – become the great new colonialist power of our age. And they have done this 
without using military force at all. Not a single solider. (Compare this with European and American 
colonialist enterprises.) They simply buy the countries – and/or major elements of the political and 
economic power elements in those countries. And they take the long-range approach, trying to create 
as few newsworthy events in the process. So anyway, just a note that geopolitics still play an extremely 
important role in the world in general, and the environment in particular. 
And, as you probably know, the Congo basin comes only after the Amazon in its impact on worldwide 
CO2 levels. If you are interested, you can see the report on pbs.org/newshour and look up last night’s 
broadcast (i.e. Friday, July 24, 2020.) 
It looks as though we have another very nice day on our hands here. I hope the same with you! 
Dan Adams, Pennsylvania USA 
 
Hi mother thank you for including our work on your paper. I must say I admire the outlook. 
Bless, 
Son Tendong Denis, Cameroon 
 

mailto:yuliarothko@gmail.com
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Almajiri children are among the categories of poor children in Nigeria, who are sent to learn and Quran 
education. This system has been in existence for more a century, but at present these children who are 
in the system are suffering from lack of shelter, food, clothes, and they lost their most human basic right 
and necessity, especially the right to education. I have been addressing these Almajiri phenomenon  
since 2018, because the system is a lifelong learning experience, so we decided to bring a sustainable 
reformation toward integrating it with both Western education and Islamic education. 
Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu’Lau, Nigeria 
 
Hello Everyone. 
As our ‘democratic space’ continues to shrink and our human rights (including freedom of speech) are 
violated more readily, one small outcome is that my own  articles are being increasingly censored 
(including by removal once published). Anyway, if this article is removed from the site below and you 
are interested, you should still find it elsewhere by searching under the author and title. ‘Contemplating 
Human Extinction Terrifies Most People: A Strategy for Survival’ 
https://freepress.org/article/contemplating-human-extinction-terrifies-mostpeople-strategy-survival 
‘Free Press: Speaking Truth to Power Since 1970’, USA, 14 July 2020. 
Thanks again to those who shared my last article. 
For life on Earth, 
Anita McKone and Robert J. Burrowes, Australia 
Email: flametree@riseup.net 
Website (Nonviolence Charter): https://thepeoplesnonviolencecharter.wordpress.com/ 
 
Thank you so much! I love the story. 
Itz Alphonz Odhiambo, Kenya 
 
I’m ready-handed to follow you madam. You can’t imagine how happy I am with your innovations. 
Please, put me in your email. 
Najiib Shako, Ethiopia 
 
(Subject line: Groundswell News Journal very much educative.) 
We greet you in the name of Jesus Christ and wishing all the Groundswell News Journal readers a 
continuous fight against the Covid-19 pandemic by observing the health rules i.e. social distancing, 
washing hands, and putting on masks. 
We of Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre do acknowledge the receipt of Groundswell News 
Journal. We are very happy to appear on page 32 Messages to friends and hoping to see our photos 
appearing in the next Choose a Charity pages of the Groundswell News Journal. 
Our greetings to you, lona. Thank you for the good work you are doing, lona. 
May God bless you so much. May God bless you abundantly. 
Ezekiel Kulaba, Uganda 
(Ezekiel was so happy to have his message published that he sent me seven pictures showing me how he 
printed and bound his first copy of Groundswell News Journal. See his story on page 22.) 

https://thepeoplesnonviolencecharter.wordpress.com/
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Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #65 August 21, 2020 

Needless to say, this edition is chock-full with the informative articles and beautiful photos that I’ve 
come to expect. 
Below are a few recommendations for improving GNJ #64. 
Allen Hengst, Wire Editor 
 
This is a shame! We have a new government now that’s more oriented towards the environment, so I’m 
hoping to see improvement soon! 
I’ve been meaning to email and thank you for doing such a lovely job on my pieces in the recent issue of 
Groundswell News. The layout’s beautiful and it’s such a thrill to see my writing published -- thank you!  
I’ve no new writing at the moment although I am putting some time into organizing my portfolio! 
University doesn’t start back until October actually, but I’ve just started back at work (I work in a café!). 
I hope you’re doing really well!  
Warm Regards, 
Surnaí Ó Maoildhia, Ireland 
 
Thanks for sharing! I love these words, so much interested. I know it's difficult for young activists like me 
especially we in Africa because most of us just sacrifice our energy, ability, and time to help others and 
improve lives and development of our dear nations at large. I have never received any funds support 
from any national or international NGOs or individuals. I started my work since 2017. I find it difficult 
many times because of [lack of] funds but we can't give up because we don't have a lot to sharing.  
I have something good for you. I was selected for an award in Ghana to take place by October but I don't 

have an international passport and fees to be there. I was among the young people who were selected 

for it.  

Please don't worry anytime, you need to rest because you have been supporting us always in Africa 
continents. You are trying so much for us and it's only God can reward you abundantly. Please take a 
rest. I wish you a healthy body and take your time.  
Your Son, 
Activist Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu’Lau, Nigeria (WHO IS ALMAJIRI? Project, see pages 21 and 22) 
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Love it!.. Thank you, ma. 

Prince Timmy, Nigeria 

 

Thank you for the email.  We will always be there for the contribution of Groundswell News Journal. 

Personally, I am ready to do any work which will require my intervention to feed the newspaper 

REWINO stories. I will always be at your disposal for the stories of abandoned orphan children and those 

in situations from the street! 

Samuel Mirindi, Uganda (ReWiNo Organization, see page 25) 

 

I will spend time reviewing this issue of GNJ. As for Facebook, it is a black hole that swallows time that 
isn’t coming back. 
Bill Boteler, Maryland USA 
 

I have seen the newspaper now, be blessed ever, you’re doing a great work, and really you must be 
getting tired. 
I thank you for the all work you’re doing. I really feel you get so tired. It’s not a simple work, you really 
put all your mind to set all our stories, what a wonderful woman are you dear. You have a very beautiful 
heart; you will always be blessed and your family. 
Love you my dearest sister Iona, 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda 
 
Dear Team, 
Thanks for posting my green work on this Journal. I feel glad to be part of this valuable climate Journal. 
"I only say that it’s the world’s first Green Journal.” 
And I extended my warm wishes to dear editor Ms. Iona Conner Mam for her wonderful contributions 
and stories. 
My great wishes to the team. 
Thanking you again, 
Akhter Hussain, India 

[Subject line: Greetings from Iganga women and youth resource centre.]  
Love it so much. We do appreciate for your efforts to publish this Groundswell News Journal and 
sending you our warm greetings to you and your family. We shall continue reading it and thank you so 
much for publishing our organization in this paper on pages 22, 27 August 4,2020 and on page 32, July 
22, 2020.May God bless you so much. 
Regards, 
Ezekiel Kulaba, Founder and Director of Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre. 

[Iona replied] You, my friend, are TOTALLY AMAZING!!!! I love what you're doing with my newspapers! 
You can't imagine the big smile on my face and in my heart seeing you standing there on the other side 
of the world with my newspapers! I might just publish both your email and mine because your idea 
might spread. 
Thank you so much, Ezekiel. 
Iona 
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I am Lawrence P. Bomah, Volunteer Coordinator for Faith Orphanage Home Liberia. I’ve been following 

both Groundswell News and you are also my friend on Facebook. Faith Orphanage home will need your 

help as well the orphans at the home are faced with lot of challenges. [Sent Guidelines for submitting 

stories.] 

Lawrence P. Bomah, Liberia 

 

Thanks for the amazing article Mom. Keep inspiring us and stay strong. 

Hanson G.Blayon, Liberia 

 

This is great, thank you! We have started sharing here in Zimbabwe. Thank you for including our 
billboard donation in this magazine.  
Stay blessed.   
Jussa Kudherezera, Zimbabwe (Manica Youth Assembly, see page 10) 
 
[Subject line: Appreciation for sending us Groundswell News Journal] We thank you for your efforts to 
publish this paper. We are now in touch with other people from different countries in the world. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
Regards, 
Ezekiel Kulaba, Uganda 
 
[my reply] Dearest Ezekiel,  
In these few words, you have made my dream come true!!!!!!!!!!!  
I've been feeling bad that my attempt in publishing stories of great projects needing funding are 
basically a failure for fundraising. I recently switched my dream to at least enabling readers to network 
with and support each other. Your short email tells me that you recognize that gift from my fingertips to 
you, as a leader in your community and to my other readers worldwide.  
Thank you from my heart and you're welcome.  
May God bless you, too.  
Iona 

Hi Iona 
Finally read your latest newsletter (#64) with its rich and engaging stories along with sobering news of 
the state of our world. Inspirational and reality checking in equal measure. Really appreciate your 
networking with so many fine people working to defend the Earth and ourselves. 
Love,  
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
 
My best wishes and my grandma, 
I have to say by sorrow in my heart that I want to spread peace and love in all the countries, and I have a 
big plan for it. Ever since I have been looking, most people hate other countries, other religions, and 
other languages and cultures too, because they really don't know what is real in life. I think different 
countries, different languages, different religions, don't matter. We have the same kinds of feelings and 
same kinds of emotions, and that is the one important similarity of all humanity in all countries. We 
should live as a human. All religions have good guideline to feed them understanding and how to love 
each other and how to live in peace, but nobody wants to understand it. But I believe that I can change 
every dirty people’s minds. I can transform their minds. It’s my belief that if Covid-19 viruses can spread 
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in whole countries, so I believe in myself that I can spread peace and love (non-judgment love ) in the 
whole world. 
I just need a big and huge stage or big platform for it, and I believe that I can change most people’s 
minds, and then they will know what is real in life. Actually, they are following life like a shepherd and 
they really don't know what we should do in our life.  
Your admirable 
Mukesh Nand, India 
 
Valerie Wood-Gaiger to Learn with Grandma International 
World-wide the virus is steadily growing with no sign of fall-off !! 
Living as I do in a very rural area I have not felt the need to wear a mask but as the Pandemic is growing 
around the world and is NOT going away - in fact now that the Geni is out of the bottle it looks as if will 
be with us permanently!! 
From now on I will wear a mask whenever social distancing is difficult. 
Wearing a mask in public must become as normal as wearing knickers! 
I'm sure us girls will find ways to make them look pretty. 
We can smile with our eyes!! 
We want to get back to normal but that is not going to happen! 
As well as accepting the FACT that this virus is here to stay - there is a World wide recession looming 
because of the costs of the virus. Many people will lose their jobs and businesses. 
We need a new Normal; more sustainable normal. 
We have been using up the earths resources as if there were no tomorrow! We need to stop being so 
greedy! To use less; buy less; recycle more; grow our own food - use Zoom instead of jumping on a 
plane! Tread more lightly on the Earth. 
Then our Mother Earth can go on and on - as she has always done - providing all our need and the needs 
of our Grandchildren's grandchildren and all the generations that will follow us. 
Let us be the generation that saves the future!! 
Here is the latest news - Elisha - a refugee in a huge camp in Kenya wrote - In Kakuma Refuge Camp we 
are helping Ladies/ Women to Depend themselves by learning to HAND SEW pads.  
I was thrilled & blown away when Elisha told me that - More than three Hundred- 300+!!! Ladies and 
Women have started to Hand sew.  
They cannot afford to buy sewing machines.  
Elisha Bonne Idée Byamungu had not realized that it is possible to hand sew them. I just said - show the 
ladies the film!  
They got the message and started sewing using any soft material they had - an old tee shirt is fine. 
If you should decide to try in your community - do post to this group and to Learn with Grandma in your 
country. It will help spread the message and encourages me to keep on trying!  

How to Make Home-Made Sanitary Pads 
Stella Namuganza, a registered nurse and enrolled midwife shares how one can make a sanitary pad 
using basic cheap materials available to each and every one of us. Please feel free to share this video 
with the rest of your friends. WSWM Alumni Peer Educator. (“Kaveela" means polythene) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o88uLMpHlw0&fbclid=IwAR0ZGB9C_tP43s08MUb_3eXMImOFMn
RB9Y3jOYjQLuTsVexT_lQqNwgDIJU. 
Mrs. Valerie Wood-Gaiger, Wales 
+44(0) 1550 721884 07484 2263390   
valwoodgaiger@aol.com  
 

https://www.facebook.com/valerie.woodgaiger?__tn__=C-R&eid=ARAixrwTmj-rf4CJ4buDdrkDyLscwJVs3USVRRO0iQEEuLZq5k0GkHWR26Kr7a7dOZLf_rLB46hxR6mD&hc_ref=ARSkT5dqIB_kmGMSC3Qfz-mFvg8uCWFfuMnj9fa7Jhjx6EdMaurmZZUdYjurxAk6mSs&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAWjDjwejJsxYfgx7iLi3woiKrkBcuoLQ9pXe5muVMCaBZA0zhynrPQACX5gRRKS9toLfbCam-lFElSWBj4kKue7y-o0EdJg2syPfzqF7efampWOxf__5IAEYFN1YpaXYlXc6QZ1GYJHUgKNO4Jh_g9I5VOZYDrrag2W7NYMYWEFg5-QvzXb8C8po6wX3tehDAmsU-f9VjqyVNMbCk4pDSwvAYjbopriyIvxAjziZEEcAnuo5apG7kL2f26Gb01X_ROYMBdgi5jdL202k1Dl9IOkzGDkjybUu6pCyXN0buDuSFyjiS0WwQXq-V0ig084zuzt1arPhsSfGt65XEzZA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LwGInternational/?ref=nf_target&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAWjDjwejJsxYfgx7iLi3woiKrkBcuoLQ9pXe5muVMCaBZA0zhynrPQACX5gRRKS9toLfbCam-lFElSWBj4kKue7y-o0EdJg2syPfzqF7efampWOxf__5IAEYFN1YpaXYlXc6QZ1GYJHUgKNO4Jh_g9I5VOZYDrrag2W7NYMYWEFg5-QvzXb8C8po6wX3tehDAmsU-f9VjqyVNMbCk4pDSwvAYjbopriyIvxAjziZEEcAnuo5apG7kL2f26Gb01X_ROYMBdgi5jdL202k1Dl9IOkzGDkjybUu6pCyXN0buDuSFyjiS0WwQXq-V0ig084zuzt1arPhsSfGt65XEzZA&__tn__=C-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o88uLMpHlw0&fbclid=IwAR0ZGB9C_tP43s08MUb_3eXMImOFMnRB9Y3jOYjQLuTsVexT_lQqNwgDIJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o88uLMpHlw0&fbclid=IwAR0ZGB9C_tP43s08MUb_3eXMImOFMnRB9Y3jOYjQLuTsVexT_lQqNwgDIJU
mailto:valwoodgaiger@aol.com
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Beautiful newsletter Iona, stunning, your love and devotion to a better world for all shines through each 
page. 
Alanna Hartzok, Pennsylvania USA 
 
 

Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #66 September 6, 2020 

Hello Iona, Ezekial, John, Jussa, Ssengendo, and everyone. 
Well, I have just read the minutes of your two meetings and I have now read the various documents. 
What can I say? 
Ssengendo’s Jinja Church Children’s Home Project, John’s SCOPE project, Ezekial’s Iganga Women & 
Youth Resource Centre, and Jussa’s MAYA bulletin reflect visionary and inspirational efforts by each 
of you as well as the teams of people with whom you work. Please pass on my sincere appreciation to all 
those involved. 
As previously mentioned, I have been to Mutare so I am familiar with Jussa’s location. I have also been 
to Kenya (but not all counties, obviously) so have some idea of the contexts in which John is working 
too. 
This gives me some depth in understanding the challenges you face. And despite glitches with 
communications involving so many people, the minutes of the two meetings tell a wonderful story of 
grassroots commitment, engagement, and achievement in the face of enormous odds. 
My thanks to all of you for your reports and involvement in the meetings. 
Given the enormous challenges we all face I will be inspired by your efforts as I work my own way 
through the coming weeks. 
It is a privilege to ‘know’ so many fine people through this team. It really gives me hope for the future in 
our troubled world. 
Love to you all, 
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
 
Really I don’t know what to say congratulations. I’m very happy with your work. 
Please help me do this to other projects we have, please. 
Prince Kitumaini Kamundala, founder of Action for Environment Care and Business and Ecosysteme 
Management, Democratic Republic of Congo (See pages 11 and 12) 
 
Looking forward to the ecological fellowship, let’s push together ecological justice. 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria (Bio4Climate and Friends of Fireflies) 
 
(first email) Dear Iona and Mellissa, 
Greetings from Kenya. 
Thank you Iona for getting in touch, and for sharing the minutes plus other documents with us.  
As I was reading through, what came to my mind is that, you have a small but very powerful team, who 
have the Earth and people at heart. 
We in Kenya are well, we are going on with our work though schools are closed till January 2021.This is 
as a result of Covid-19 pandemic. Currently, we are working with teachers, learners, and their parents, 
through a Community Based Learning Programme. 
As an Organization, we believe in strengthening our capacity through collaboration and networking and 
therefore, we are happy to be part of this team. We are ready to continue sharing our stories to 
energize and inspire the world. Once again, thank you Mellissa for making this connection and thank you 
Iona for your interest to walk with us. 
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(second email) Thank you for considering to include me in the group. This is a great opportunity for me 
to learn and share my knowledge and experience with other members. Together we will make a 
difference in people’s livelihood and environment. 
Looking forward to participate in the upcoming Zoom meeting. 
John Macharia, Schools and Colleges Permaculture Programme (SCOPE) 
 
Thank you. Things have been paralyzed by the pandemic, even people sleeping hungry. 
Duncan Nzangi, Kenya 
 
Thank you so much mother for the publicity. 
Love you so much. Tried sharing on Facebook but failed to get a way of sharing. 
But all in all am so grateful. 
Marium Shere Munezero, Uganda (Nurturing For Future Development Organization) 
 
Thanks for the update Mom and I duly appreciate reading these amazing stories from around the world. 
I hope you’re doing better and keep strong. 
Your Son :) 
Hanson G.Blayon, Liberia 
 
I don’t know how to show my big face of smile and hope for this great and amazing opportunity my 
beloved mommy Iona. For what you did to us and my struggles for the vulnerable Almajiri children and 
other humanity service in Nigeria. On behalf of my team YAPD, I personally and honorably thank you so 
much for your support, effort, and encouragement always toward me, YAPD, and other African 
organizations. 
I am thankful once again, I hope that one day we will all meet together to smile and share our thoughts 
together. This publishing will help me a lot at least people in America can know the Almajiri status in 
Nigeria and also I hopefully that we will have more support by the God grace.  
Thank you so much, mommy, I appreciated it. 
Secondly, please did you know any Islamic Americans foundation? 
Your Son, 
Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu’Lau, Nigeria 
 
I am happy having interacted with different people though had a problem with my phone and being the 
first time to attend such a meeting! Hoping to attend the next meeting at 5 p.m. your time! Here I think 
it will be at midnight. 
I thank you for your efforts for making the first succeed. 
Covid-19 pandemic has affected us much, we can’t meet as a group now. No gathering is allowed. 
We can’t get volunteers who used to help us with trees for planting at Schools and in the community. 
We are happy to receive the Groundswell News Journal and thank you for publishing our photos in the 
Choose a Charity pages. 
We shall continue loving this paper as long as it exists. We love to see our friends from other countries 
in the world. We shall keep enjoying this beautiful paper. 
May God bless you. 
Ezekiel Kulaba, Uganda (Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre) 
 
Wonderful newsletter, still exploring. 
Thanks Iona. Be well. 
Morgan Zo-Callahan, California USA 
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Oh sorry to hear that your computer has got a problem but hope it be fixed........ in love with your work 
dear. 
Dorah Nakibuuka, Uganda 
 
Hello my lovely sister. How are you? It has been so long without greeting. I’m so sorry at times I don’t 
get Data on my phone, but I’m OK. How are you and all your people? The widows here loved you 
so much. I told them that you can ride a bicycle; they were so happy. Here is not easy to get someone of 
your age riding a bicycle.  
Thank you my dear, 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda (Rise and Shine Women Initiative for Environment Protection and 
Conservation, see page 27) 
 
“Love Is All We Need,” I believe John Lennon wrote this song. 
I cry every night for the children. This small donation (for Sssengendo’s orphans) hopefully will allow the 
group to at least rent land to grow food for the Orphans. 
I think about the children in Yemen and the role the U.S.A. is playing in their death. We should all be 
ashamed of this senseless destruction. 
I send you My Love, 
Jeannette Bartelt, Maryland USA 
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Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #67 September 22, 2020 

(after receiving invitation to our Zoom meeting) 
Confirmed! Looking forward, to another ecological fellowship, like u said the best thing we can do right 
now is save the planet. 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria (Bio4Climate and Friends of Fireflies) 
 
I would be very happy to represent my country and contribute fully to this enchanting idea and being a 
country representative. I grow our networks, share Grassroots Coalition works. Also find other like-
minded organization to share their news with us for publications. 
Let’s hit the ground running; together we can do it. 
Jussa Kudherezera, Zimbabwe (Manica Youth Assembly, see page 11.) 
 
Greetings from Uganda and thank u very much for updating us with what is going on ground with 
Groundswell News. I personally respect your work and appreciate your response towards your 
supporters. 
l have come to know about your wonderful work through a young girl I have been helping and 
mentoring to start an organization, Marium, and I have really been following your paper. It represents 
the world and just praying that any billionaire would at one decide to fund the kind of work you are 
doing. 
However, today I would like to ask you that during your coming publication, include my request article 
below. [Note from the Editor: I ran out of room in this issue and will publish Bob’s article next time.] 
Bob Maahe, Uganda (Uganda Youth Skills Training Organization) 
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I very much understand your feelings of urgency, and deeply appreciate your efforts. And I see you 
burning yourself out. This isn’t all on you! It’s bigger than any of us and needs all of us, and there are 
many blessed unresters everywhere you turn. 
So please go easy on yourself. We all have each other’s backs. 
Take good care, 
Adam Sachs, Massachusetts USA (Biodiversity for a Livable Planet) 
 
Thanks for the Groundswell News Journal. We are happy as Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre 
for interacting with others on the continent. We pray for our project proposal to be funded and have 
our own home and ask for a continuous publication in the Groundswell News Journal. 
Thank you, lona, for the much efforts in making this paper publication. May God bless you. 
Ezekiel Kulaba (Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre) 
 
Well, despite being overloaded I could not resist the temptation to read your latest ‘Groundswell News’ 
(#66) that arrived this morning and then go back to read the previous edition as well! 
What can I say?  
Thank you, again, for another roundup of news showcasing the inspirational work of many people, 
particularly friends in Africa and Asia, who are relentless in their pursuit of a more peaceful, just, and 
sustainable world. 
As always, I am heartened by the efforts of so many people who provide a gentle reminder that while 
there is so much wrong with our world, there are many people who are dedicated to healing that. 
Love to you and everyone, 
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
 
Hi everybody! 
Thank you so much for all you do! We are changing the world, as the world changes. I appreciate you all. 
Matthew Draggo, Nevada USA 
P.S. You can send checks to support 
Ssengendo (page 29) and the orphans to this address: 
Matthew Draggoo 
8110 Blackfoot Way, Reno, NV 89506 
 
Thanks for the information Mom and I duly appreciate your kind efforts to inspire and lead this 
generation. I am super of our work that inspire whenever I read the differences exciting and sad stories 
about the globe. I hope you’re doing better at this moment and keep strong which is my prayer. :) 
Your Son, 
Hanson G. Blayon, Liberia 
 
Thank you. It is always a pleasure to read the newspaper. 
Rituraj Phukan, India (National Coordinator for Biodiversity, The Climate Reality Project India and COO 
of Walk For Water) 
 
I hope you are doing well and look forward to meeting and hearing from you and all our dear ones. 
Iona, Bravo’s and thanks so much for all the coordinations and the very educative links for us to share 
our experiences in various fields. 
Keep it up and let’s Shine On. 
Cheers, 
Faustine Luta Odaba, Kenya (Mama Solar Africa) 
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As long as we continue to ignore the environment, we will see more and more orphan’s, even here in 
the USA. Africa will continue to have massive problems. As the article you sent points out, Asia is also in 
deep trouble. 
Maybe continue to update how things are going with the African groups so your audience can follow 
them and give information about how individuals can help. 
Many hard decision to make. Like I said, the environment is our number one priority, without it Nobody 
Wins. Absolutely the most important thing. Our environment should be our most urgent concern. 
Jeannette Bartelt, Maryland USA 
 
(After Iona sent the photo of a dress she hand-stitched.) Ooh it’s very beautiful. I can make but not sure 
that I can make a good one like that, my women also need help from me, these are widows, poor 
women, most of my time I deal with poor people. Because all people don’t like poor people, they are left 
behind, so I come in their lives to bring hope back to them and try to teach them to do things that can 
make them survive. 
At times people don’t know what to do for survive, but when I sit with them, I get some ideas from 
them. Then I start advising them how to stand. I’m always with the widows, orphans, and disabled 
people. I love being friends to such people.  
When I had my project, I used to give them starting capital. I teach them things to do, for example like 
doing baskets. I used to sell like two goats. I give someone money and they start working, but now 
I also have nowhere to get money. I’m so much in worry. 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda (Rise and Shine Women Initiative for Environment Protection and 
Conservation) 
 
Dear All, 
Just to let you know that we intend to establish a tree nursery to grow 50,000 trees for afforestation 
projects in Zimbabwe.  
Biggie (Bigboy) Musemwa, Zimbabwe 
 
Good reading from you. Charity is humanity and I think you are doing a wonderful job by helping the 
needy, especially in Africa. As for my organization, I’m not yet fortunate to receive something from 
Groundswell, but I’m hopeful that it will happen one day. If you can launch a fundraising for my 
organization to get tailoring machines and computers for a center that Initiative for Creative Women 
Sierra Leone is soon to start working on in one of our districts called Portloko. 
This center is called Girl Innovation Center under the project called Rural Education for the Achievement 
of Development (READ). The center will host teenage mothers and girls who have dropped out of school 
within the surrounding communities.  
We are targeting 250 girls. Our mission is to discover talent, build minds to champion for the rights of 
women and girls to be free from inequality. Thanks for being in touch. 
Binta Bah, (CEO Initiative for Creative Women) 
 
Dear Iona and Mellissa, 
Greetings from Kenya. 
Thank you Iona for getting in touch, and for sharing the Minutes plus other documents with us. As I was 
reading through, what came to my mind is that, you have a small but very powerful team, who have 
the Earth and people at heart. 
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We in Kenya are well, we are going on with our work though schools are closed till January 2021.This is 
as a result of Covid-19 pandemic. Currently, we are working with teachers, learners, and their parents, 
through a Community Based Learning Program. 
As an organization, we believe in strengthening our capacity through collaboration and networking and 
therefore, we are happy to be part of this team. We are ready to continue sharing our stories to 
energize and inspire the world. 
Once again, thank you Mellissa for making this connection and thank you Iona for your interest to walk 
with us. 
John Macharia, Kenya (Schools and Colleges Permaculture Programme) 
 
Hello dear Iona, 
I hope that you are doing well, that you will send the story that you are working and I will share that, 
too. (page 28). Please help find the people who will help me to find the amounts requested by my 
government and first to buy the vehicles for work because I’m stuck in everything because of that. 
Together for a better world. 
(Note from the Editor: We published Prince’s story about the truck accident in our last issue. Here is his 
plea.) 
Hello gentlemen, madam, 
We are a non-profit organization called Action for the Preservation of the Environment, A.S.E in 
acronym. We come to you to ask you for help from people of good will. Our vehicle which helps us has 
worked in all our projects such as permaculture, evacuation of waste and their recycling, drinking water 
supply, reforestation, improved stoves, fishing, breeding, fish farming, beekeeping, etc. 
The accident has occurred, and our truck cannot be repaired. Is there no way to buy other vehicles? It 
helped us with community work as a donation from Miva Switzerland and lhl Germany, but it’s useless 
now. For this reason, we ask people for good will help us to buy a new vehicle for work because we are 
blocked; we do not work because of the lack of a vehicle. This is our main actor in our projects. 
Thank you in advance for your help 
may God bless you together for a better world. Finally, ladies and gentlemen, not the environment, not 
life, therefore no business. We are facing financial difficulties, we would like to ask for your support 
and partnership in order to achieve a safe environment. Thank you!! Please email me at 
princekitumaini7@gmail.com and I will give you the necessary information. 
Prince Kitumaini Kamundala, DRCongo (Action for Environment Care and Business and Ecosystem 
Management, see page 27) 
 
[Note from the Editor: I was so delighted to get my first email from an orphan child herself. Purity, 12, is 
the newly-adopted daughter for Lillian Kabahuma in Uganda. We published the sad story about Purity’s 
mother dying of HIV/AIDS in our last newspaper, leaving four children as orphans. Lillian took in three 
and the youngest one is living with another woman.] 
Yes, Aunt I am Purity, how is you Aunt? Thank you for loving us and our mother, my first mother God 
took to Be with her, but He gave me another Good mother, mother of many children. I wanted to greet 
you. Do you also have children? Love you aunt. 
Yours faithful, 
Purity, and Sharon (her younger sister, 8) is greeting you. 
(second email)  
Hello aunt. Good morning aunt. I am Purity Challot, my second name is Challot, and Sharon is called 
Kahunde, but Sharon doesn’t know to write English yet, but she wants to write to you. 
Greetings to your children, and Happy birthday to them. Tell them I love to see them and play with the 
young ones. 
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Bye aunt, I will be writing to you always, 
Purity Challot, Uganda 
 
It was great being able to talk with you and learn about some of your experiences with the newspaper. 
Attached are photographs of the front and back of the paint pallet I have hanging on my wall. 
As I had mentioned in our conversation, this pallet was originally hanging in my grandparents home. I 
did not get to visit my grandparents very often growing up as I lived in Dallas, Texas and they lived in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. However, like many of my relatives, I vividly remember their beautiful house 
in Germantown Philadelphia and all of the artwork my grandparents had displayed. 
My grandfather worked many odd jobs and I understand that he and my grandma would collect and sell 
antiques and art pieces. 
Eventually my grandfather and grandmother had to move into a nursing home and sold their house. My 
family traveled to Philadelphia so that we could help them sell the house. While doing so, I asked 
to keep the pallet. I had always enjoyed looking at its different paint splotches and I would make up 
stories about the different faces and animals I saw on the pallet. The piece actually couldn’t fit in my 
suitcase so my dad split it in two in order to get it back to Dallas! If you look carefully at the back you can 
see to the right of John W. Hathaway a line where the pallet was split and then glued back together. 
Thankfully, when I came to New Jersey I was able to take the pallet in one piece! 
As I mentioned before, the name John W. Hathaway is inscribed on the back. I personally do not 
remember much about him, but I do know that he was an artist who worked in Philadelphia. I tried 
searching his name on Google but didn’t find anything about him from a reliable source. Perhaps 
Jeanette knows more of his background and if my grandparents knew him personally. 
Thank you for taking the time to talk with me, and I hope that you can continue enjoying the ocean 
during this pleasant weather! 
Cheers, 
Kristen Rundstein, New Jersey USA 
 

  
 
 

Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #68 October 18, 2020 

I don’t know how to show my big face of smile and hope for this great and amazing opportunity my 
beloved mommy Iona. For what you did to us and my struggles for the vulnerable Almajiri children and 
other humanity service in Nigeria. On behalf of my team YAPD (Youth Awareness and Peace 
Development) I personally and honorably thank you so much for your support, effort, and 
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encouragement always toward me, YAPD, and other African organizations. I am thankful once again. I 
hope that one day we will all meet together to smile and share our thoughts together. This publishing 
will help me a lot at least people in America can know the Almajiri status in Nigeria and also, I hope fully 
that we will have more support by the God grace. Thank you so much mommy; I do appreciate. 
Secondly, please did you know any Islamic Americans foundation? 
Your Son, 
Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu’Lau, Nigeria 
(Almajiri Project, Rescue a Girl, Youth Awareness and Peace Development)  
 
Mother am so happy you have played a very big role in changing our lives. 
Thanks goes to you and Matt. 
Thanks goes to Jacquie. 
As the August month started I explained to Jacquie that our major problem is land. 
As there was Mr. So-and-So who was selling his property about $8,000, Jacquie replied she can’t manage 
it too much and explained to the man who was selling land. He said he can reduce to the amount $4500. 
And land saler brought an idea that we can do a deposit and later we pay the balance in payments. 
Am so excited and we are so blessed that today 1st September 2020, Jacquie has donated to us some 
money on land so we are remaining with balance of $2,500 so am really happy to lord has blessed us 
and the kids. 
Thank you so much. 
When the payment is down, we shall start farming and poultry. 
And later we will start building a home for the kids and school home. 
God bless you! 
Ssengendo Yasin Signalaminat, Uganda 
(Jinja Church Children’s Home and Orphanage) 
 
God Bless & Keep safe – this pandemic is NOT over! It is regaining strength. In UK the daily cases have 
gone back up to about 4,000 a day!! 
Iona please share ‘Granny keep safe’ + Africa had not been so badly effected yet, but numbers are 
PROVING that dark-skinned people who get the condition are more likely to die and indeed suffer the 
effects for longer; full recovery can take months. 
Mrs. Valerie Wood-Gaiger, Wales 
(Learn with Grandma) 
 
(next messages received after our Zoom meeting) 
It was nice being part of today’s meeting. It was very productive with great ideas from all the 
participants. This is a group that has powerful ideas and capacity to transform a desert into a forest. I 
have learnt a lot and I look forward to bringing my strength in this group through future meetings. I will 
send you the story and pictures as I promised. 
Thank you all, wishing you a peaceful weekend. 
John Macharia, Kenya (SCOPE, see page 11) 
 
The meeting was really cool, with everybody sincerely committed to planetary health. Kind regards, and 
stay healthy, the planet needs us. 
Ajibona Tolulope, Nigeria (Bio4Climate and Friends of Fireflies) 
 
At a cocktail party the other evening, the socially distanced group, all over 65 years of age, were asked if 
they planned to be vaccinated for the Wuhan virus when the vaccine first became available. I was quite 
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surprised about the high percentage who said they would be unwilling until it was proven safe. The best 
answer of the evening.....the vaccine should be tested on politicians first. If they survive, the vaccine is 
safe. If they don’t, then the country is safe. 
J. D., New Jersey USA 
 
Dear Order of the Earth (the name of my newspaper when it started in 2008), 
I love your publication! 
Would it be possible to receive a complimentary copy or, perhaps even, a promotional issue, as well as 
your writer’s guidelines? I would very much like to begin subscribing/submitting. 
Appreciate you! 
Truly, 
Shawn Younker, Pennsylvania USA 
 
I love this idea and might consider representing Pennsylvania but need to know how much time is 
involved as I am still involved in the anti-fracking movement and am working on a new children’s book – 
long story. I was asked to write an article about myself for Nevillewood Living magazine. I write articles 
for them and they thought I might be moving to Ohio so wanted an article about me. I will send to you if 
you are interested. (See page 6.) Also, let me know what the duties would be and how much time is 
involved in being a Pennsylvania rep. for this fantastic global effort. Hope you are well. 
Dylan Weiss, Pennsylvania USA 
 
Lovely Iona! I’d love to forward your email to a dear friend I worked with when I was at Great Sage. She 
is embarking on a degree in environmental science with an emphasis on sustainability. 
Valerie Stanley, Maryland USA 
 
I don’t know how to start thanking you for your support and kindness my beloved mommy. I have tried 
my best and the time also confused me. I hope you’re doing well, how was the meeting? I am always 
and forever ready to represent my nation in your Grassroot Coalition movement, please take note. And 
also, I am so happy for the second newspaper putting in our work. Thank you so much for your efforts 
toward me and all Africans. 
Love you more mommy... 
Your son, 
Idris Bilyaminu Ndasadu’Lau, Nigeria  
 
Thanks for the awesome stories and I love reading them all the times Mom when I receive them. You do 
have wonderful moments Mom :). Keep inspiring us and stay strong. 
Son:) Hanson G. Blayon, Liberia 
 
Hello Iona, thank you once again for posting our story. You are just the best. God bless you. 
Ngo Banfogha, Cameroon (Hope for a Better Future) 
 
Thank you very much for your response. 
I will prepare a good write up on what we are doing with schools, indicating how this is changing the 
livelihood of the poor, food insecure families, and the environment. From this, then we can attach at 
least two or three pictures. This will make it easy for you to use it the newsletter. I was sharing with you 
the various pictures, just to give you a wider picture of what we have managed to do in the last few 
months. 
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In regards, to the minutes, I forget to notify you the correct spelling of my second name. its written 
Macharia. (In my community it means, someone who likes searching). 
I appreciate your offer to me, of becoming the country representative. I will do my best to ensure that 
you get good case studies and also spread the newsletter widely to benefit more people. 
Thank you for the good work you are doing, and May almighty God bless you and give you strength and 
capacity to continue doing the work to benefit the most needy communities worldwide. 
I am very happy to be in touch with you and looking forward to work with you for the benefit of all. 
John Macharia, Kenya (SCOPE) 
 
I just read the article about the Gates foundation and AGRA. That really pisses me off that these damn 
white  billionaires like Gates thinks he is helping hunger and farmers when instead they have to abandon 
healthy nutritious crops like sweet potatoes for horrible maize/corn which is the absolute worst 
nutritious vegetable and most definitely it is probably making money for them... Gates. It’s like raping 
these farmers and Africans over and over! 
Now on to the next article. 
Linda L., Idaho USA 
 
(first email) Thanks Bill and Iona for these minutes.  
Gave me a clear sense of the meeting and more understanding of the great work that people are doing. 
In appreciation of you all. 
Love, 
Robert 
 
(second email) Finally, just read your latest Groundswell. Once again, the inspirational efforts of friends 
in Africa were the highlights for me. 
I particularly note Lillian Kabahuma’s compassionate engagement with poor widows in Uganda, Jussa 
Nhari Kudherezera’s work on the plastics campaign in Zimbabwe, Ngo Banfogha’s empowerment work 
with women (and other initiatives) in Cameroon, Biggie Musemwa’s intended tree nursery to grow 
50,000 trees for afforestation projects in Zimbabwe, Prince Kitumaini Kamundala’s many projects 
(including permaculture and beekeeping) in the DRCongo, and Ssengendo Yasin Signalaminat’s efforts to 
support orphans in Uganda. None of these projects proceeds without considerable challenges. 
But, of course, there is more by many not mentioned here by me, including inother parts of the world. 
I also appreciated reporting of other initiatives, including that by Derrick Jensen to ‘reclaim 
environmentalism’ (long overdue really), Diana Beresford-Kroeger’s efforts to save our forests (one of 
my own long-standing passions) and the ongoing work to expose the violence and exploitation inflicted 
widely throughout the world by the Bill & Melinda Gates and Rockefeller foundations. It is truly tragic 
that so many people are willing to sacrifice human life to make a profit. 
Still, it is those who work to overcome these systems of violence and exploitation who are truly shaping 
a future worth living. 
Love to everyone, 
Robert Burrowes, Australia 
 
We send our warm greetings to you. I missed to present to the Zoom meeting about the climate change 
in our country. The current and expected effects of climate change differ locally, nationally, and 
regionally. The impacts of climate change effects on livelihoods, food and water security, ecosystems, 
infrastructure, etc., differ per country and region as well as community and individual, with gender a 
particularly important vulnerability factor. 
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This profile aims to give insight in the climate change effects and impacts in Uganda, with particular 
attention for food security and water. It also sheds light on the policies, priorities, and commitments of 
the government in responding to climate change and important climate-relevant activities that are being 
implemented, including activities being internationally financed. 
In summary: A landlocked country, Uganda’s regions – the mountain regions, lowlands, and the cattle 
corridor – differ in their vulnerability and adaptive capacity. Agriculture is the main economic sector, 
accounting for over 25% of its Gross Domestic Product and employing over 70% of the labour force. 
Uganda faces several developmental constraints including high population growth (3.3%), post-conflict 
conditions in the north, soil erosion and degradation, and pernicious impacts of malaria and HIV/AIDS. 
Increasing variability in rainfall and rising temperature will present an additional stress on development 
in the country, especially with high dependency on rain-fed agriculture. Rising temperatures and shifting 
or increasingly unpredictable rainfall patterns can reduce the amount of agricultural land, short growing 
seasons hamper crop production, undermine the (ground) water resources, and alter the occurrence 
and distribution of pests. 
Regards, 
Kulaba Ezekiel, Uganda (Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre) 
 
Iona, Thanks for sending me these minutes. I am excited to join your global organization and will help to 
promote its vision and mission. Do you have vision/mission statement that I can use in a PR letter to my 
environmental/social justice contacts and also post on Facebook? (Note from Iona: You can see these on 
page 2 of every issue of Groundswell.) 
It is the Jewish New Year (9/27/20) and wish everyone a healthy and safe year; a year in which we can 
embrace the needs of all people and promote global social justice for our environment. 
Dylan Weiss, Pennsylvania USA 
 
From Kenya, we congratulate you for getting the certificate. It’s a milestone for the good work you are 
doing. 
Having the meeting on 24th October will be Ok with me. 
Best wishes, 
John Macharia, Kenya (SCOPE) 
 
Wow, congratulations on the great news from Cameroon. 
Ngo Banfogha, Cameroon (Hope for a Better Future) 
 
Happy to a great leader with global impact, you have influenced a lot of us in Africa and I believe you can 
do more to shake the Earth. God bless you my leader. 
I love you. 
Solomon Oluwaseun Samson, Nigeria (See page 11) 
 
I teach English officially, but I also am adjusted to organic gardening teaching. I do both these at my 
school. I have lessons with young people aged 10 to 14. 
I am the 9th child to my parents. My family has a secular tradition in agriculture. I was educated to run a 
farm, too. Of course, times have changed and also mentalities. My relatives have big farms, and they 
started to screw up nature as they first bought their tractors five decades ago. 
After that, everything went wrong. Animals began to be kept in dairy houses like prisoners, they eat 
salted cut corn and food from factories. European subventions have made them addicted to cut down 
vines and parcels of forest in order to produce meat and milk. They have bought big machines for 
everything, including to deliver food. Hand labor has been banished almost completely, so villagers must 
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look for their jobs in cities. The word “sustainability” is misunderstood among farmers and population in 
general. 
Also, the region where I live, Braga (Minho), in the North of Portugal, has its peculiarity of being very 
green, and farmers don’t seem to be worried about environmental issues. Although they are killing 
insects and soil and tiny animals with chemicals, they keep far from thinking that they are destroying the 
environment.  
Bees almost disappeared, which impoverished fruit production this year. But they still remain confident. 
Large fields are crossed at night with extremely strong lights and noise is immense. Too large tractors 
and other machines invade the narrow vicinal roads without respect for the cars. 
I feel disappointed, I created a Whats-App group for discussion, but the farmers I talked to asking them 
to participate in this group declined my proposition. 
Filomena Novais, Portugal 
 
(first email) 
Thank you for the message you sent me via FB. Like I had informed you, a better environment for future 
generations is our ultimate goal. Feel free to publish whatever I reported and let us stay in touch via 
emails. 
Samuel Odhiambo 
 
(second email) 
Our normal name is Asulma Centre Self Help Group and I am the project leader. Do not hesitate to ask 
any questions regarding our project. 
 
(third email) 
Thanks for your mail and for connecting us with John Macharia of SCOPE. It will be a great pleasure to 
learn from him and also from Groundswell News Journal. I learned about your activities through FB and 
took my time to see what you do. I was pleased because I believe what you do and what we do, basically 
relate to environmental conservation. 
In the end, we strive to reduce deforestation and curb global warming. 
Samuel Odhiambo, Kenya (Asulma Centre Self Help Group) 
 
I recently gave a five-session webinar on Post Covid Economics. One part was on “Race and Class Viewed 
Through a Land Lens” – that shows the deep roots of what led to the slave trade post Enclosures. This 
lens shows a way to build movements for systemic justice. If you would like me to work that into a story 
for Groundswell let me know. 
Alanna Hartzok, Pennsylvania USA 
 
Hello madam hope you are doing well. Am NAKIBUUKA DORAH, 26 years old, currently working with 
Charity organization in Uganda called SAVE KYAMULIBWA ALLIANCE UGANDA...This organization caters 
for orphans, widows, and the desperate. 
Madam, we carry out different projects in our organization like child sponsorship to orphans, food 
program to the needy families, safe water by constructing boreholes, health programs, women and girls 
EMPOWEREMENT projects like tailoring, handcrafts-making, youth EMPOWEREMENT projects to 
mention........We are funded by some American friends who have visited UGANDA three times now. Our 
Charity organization is two years old now. 
Any more inquiries, am here dear friend. 
Dorah Nakibuuka, Uganda (dorahkibuuka08@gmail.com) 
 

mailto:dorahkibuuka08@gmail.com
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Greetings from Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre. 
We ask whoever has support to come up and save this needy family and it is now the grandmother 
taking care but she can’t support herself financially! They need food, clothing, etc. in order to keep 
these twins survive! 
Their mother passed on 17th, September this year and during delivery, she was operated on so could be 
the cause of her death when the twins were only 2 weeks old! RIP. The twins are girls, Babirye and 
Nakato. 
The father can’t support the family since Covid-19 pandemic situation left him jobless! 
Kulaba Ezekiel, Uganda (Iganga Women and Youth Resource Centre) 
 

 
Photo: Ezekiel Kulaba 

(left to right) The father of the twin girls (Babirye and Nakato) is standing with his children while the 
babies’ grandmother is holding them. Please help if you can. 
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Feedback from Readers on Our Messages Pages, #69 November 17, 2020 

Hi Iona: 
It sounds like you are keeping yourself more than busy. I just wanted to let you know that it looks as 
though my PC has come through its rehab all right – and is doing the better for it. At least so far! I also 
wanted to ask if you knew anything about this new series on the environment (“The Age of Nature”) 
which has just started on PBS. PBS aired its first episode (“Awakening”) last night. 
Its basic theme seems to be that Nature is a powerful force – and that if we allow ourselves to work with 
it – it can help rehabilitate us from many of the problems besetting us. So, its title means that we are 
entering “the Age of Nature” with a new set of beliefs and understandings. 
It looks at sample problems around the world, such as the overfishing of cod off the coast of Norway, 
resuscitating a large nature park in Mozambique that was largely destroyed by warfare in the70’s, and 
re-imagining a totally ruined landscape in the highlands of China. In each case, scientists have diagnosed 
the problem, but then have set out to work with elected officials and community members to actually 
solve the problem. 
So, it’s very interesting. There is some very good photography and excellent narrative. If you get a 
chance to look at it, I’d like to know what you think. 
With hopes that you are doing well. 
Dan Adams, Pennsylvania USA 
 
Hi Iona, 
Both Linda & I are praying that you are in good health. It’s so good reading your news reports. Please 
take good care of yourself. 
Ron & Linda Feagley, Pennsylvania USA 
 
Your paper is so well done, and achieving its goals. I will contribute as time goes by but may try to get an 
ad in next issue. God bless you in your work, especially the ballot counting. What a job! 
Christine Maccabee, Maryland USA 
 
Thanks for the updates. I enjoy reading these amazing stories. 
Hanson Gonsia Blayon, Liberia 
 
This is wonderful, great work Iona. We really do appreciate the work you’re doing. 
Regards, 
Jussa Kudherezera, Senior Coordinator Manica Youth Assembly (MAYA) Zimbabwe 
 
Beryl Akoth who is 18 years old and a third born in a family of six. Evelyne Achieng is a mother to Beryl 
Akoth. They reside at Mathare slum in Nairobi.  
It’s the joy of each parent to provide for her family and make sure their children are comfortable like 
other children out there. 
She started a small business of selling vegetables at Eastleigh area in Nairobi which supported the family 
till corona virus came earlier this year which has affected each one of us. 
As a family they began to encounter challenges which affected Beryl’s education. After Beryl Akoth 
completed her high school level she passed her exams and was called to join university of Eldoret 
(Eldoret is 327 kilometers, or 213 miles, from Nairobi) to study a degree in business management as an 
accountant. 
The desire of her heart is to complete her studies and be of great support to her family and the 
community as a whole. 
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Women and girls from informal settlements go through so many challenges! To see Beryl complete her 
studies and focus on her future has a great impact to the community and great achievement both to the 
family and the community. 
Due to corona virus the mum was unable to pay for her stall rent in Eastleigh where she used to sell the 
vegetables and was forced to stay at home after the stall was closed down. 
She had to also take care of her second born disabled son who was studying at Joytown secondary 
boarding school and currently is at home since the schools are closed and kids are at home. 
With all these challenges the family is unable to raise $340 (ksh 34,000 – Kenya shillings equal to 0.01 
USD) which was to be paid annually for Beryl’s studies and as a family they are calling upon well-wishers, 
sponsors, friends, family, and anyone who could be of help to support Beryl’s studies since she is 
supposed to report in November 
2020. 
It’s with great humility as a green world organization, that I thought of sharing this story with the world. 
Alfred Akeyo, Kenya 
gworldcommunity2013@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for this valuable information. 
Samuel Mirindi, Burundi, ReWinO 
 
Thanks for shearing this wonderful piece with insightful stories. 
I would like to share that this journal will support to numerous climate activists at global level as most of 
the people want different strategies regarding it and I hope those whom are really in need that will 
definitely cater by this journal. 
Thanks and regards, 
Akhter Hussain, India 
 
Hi Iona! 
Thank you for Groundswell News Journal #68, October 18, 2020: Page 32 . I loved to read myself. 
I forwarded your message to Joaquim Manuel Mota. He is my Geography colleague. Maybe you would 
like to contact him yourself. He is being shy. I told him I would back him up. He is good at what he does. 
Cheers, 
Filomena Novais, Portugal 
P.S. One of my eldest brothers was a Jesuit. He got married, too. He died in May 2015.  
 
Dear Iona, 
Good morning. 
Thank you for this communication and consideration for the opportunity to tell our story. I am going to 
put up a story and share with you before the end of this week. 
As a Country Representative, I will continue to support this initiative and spread the newsletter far and 
wide, to benefit many people. 
Regards, 
John Machaira, Kenya 
 
I hope you’re doing well, my dear one with me here I’m OK, and all my little ones are fine, but I’m here 
to tell you that I have never failed, but now I’m in something so difficult my friend. I have nothing really 
to feed my children, they’re almost sleeping hungry. I have never told you this in life.  
I have been struggling but now I’m losing hope, my sister, put me and my orphan children in prayers. I’m 
sending you this message in much pain. I can’t hide this to you because I always tell you all about myself. 
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I always share with you but I have never met this challenge. The children now have no clothes or shoes. 
I’m really in bad time. I thank God I haven’t got a regretting heart. 
Love you sister Iona, 
Lillian Kabahuma, Uganda 
kabahumalillian80@gmail.com 
 
Hello gentlemen, madam, 
We are a non-profit organization called Action for the Preservation of the Environment (A.S.E). 
We come to you to ask for help from people of good will. Our vehicle, which helps us, has worked in all 
our projects such as permaculture, evacuation of waste and their recycling, drinking water supply, 
reforestation, improved stove, fishing, breeding, fish farming, beekeeping, etc. 
The accident has occurred and our truck cannot be repaired; there is no way to buy other vehicles. Our 
truck helps us with community work and was a donation from Miva Switzerland and LHL Germany. 
For this reason, we ask people of good will help us to buy a new vehicle for work because we are 
blocked. We do not work because of the lack of a vehicle; this our main actor in our projects. 
There were no injuries from the accident when he transported waste to the households to the depot. 
The problem was with braking; no other vehicles were involved.  
Thank you in advance for your help. May God bless you. The details of these projects cited above are 
with us, you can consult them or have a copy. Also see pages 22 and 23. 
Finally, ladies and gentlemen, not the environment, not life, therefore no business. We are facing 
financial difficulties. We would like to ask for your support and partnership in order to achieve a safe 
environment. 
Thank you!! 
Together for a better world. 
Please contact the author for details on how to get donations to him for his organization’s great work. 
Prince Kitumaini Kamundala, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Action for Environment Care and Business and Ecosysteme Management: 
Telephone: + 243892435588 
WhatsApp: +243974595199 
Email: princekitumaini7@gmail.com 
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